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Lco)iard  \\" .  \'olk:  Sculpt 


Born  in  Wellstown,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  7,  1828.  Enjoyed  little 
schooling,  but  learned  marble-cutter's  trade  under  his 
father.  Worked  as  a  marble-cutter  in  the  East,  and  in  St. 
Louis,  Galena,  and  Rock  Island.  When  he  showed  promise 
as  an  artist,  Stephen  A.  Douglas  financed  study  in  Italy. 
Settling  in  Chicago  in  1857,  he  won  fame  with  busts  of 
Douglas  and  Lincoln.  Has  endured  many  hardships  and 
disappointments,  but  a  bright  future  is  predicted. 
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A  SCULPTOR  TiJCIS  JUSTICE   INTO  HIS  0771T  HANDS 


"A  few  days   since,  our  well   esteemed  young  artist,  Leo.  W.  Volk, 

Esq'  ,  was  crossing  a  public  thoroughfare;  he  was  confronted  by  an  image 
man,  who  bore  upon  his  shoulders  and  offered  for  sale  a  bust  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  these  United  States.     A  single  glance  told  volk  that  the  bit  of 
sculpture  was  a  melancholy  travestie  of  one  of  his  own  bantlings.     There 
was  the  same  face,  head  and  neck  whose  faithful   outline  has  made  Volk*  s 
•Lincoln*    a  national   and  historical  piece,  pieced  on  the  shoulders  and  chest 
of — Henry  Clay;   a  bit  of  dishonest  journey  work  achieved  to  avoid  infringement 
on  Mr.  Volk' s  well-earned  patent.     This  was  a  little  too  much  to  bear.     The 
artist  inquired  of  the  vender,  with  an  air  of  interest,  where  these  busts 
were  made,   and  the    scion  of  sunny  Italy  lost  no   time   in  telling  him.     Down  went 
Volk  into  a  little  basement   shop  as  directed,   and  there,   sure  enough,  found  two 
more  illustrious   importations  from  the  land  of  the  olive  and  the  vine,  hard  at 
work  president -making.     Quoth  Volk,   'are  you  aware  you  are  using  my  property 
without  my  leave?'      The  noble  Romans  found  it  convenient  not  to  understand  English, 
but  Volk  had  'em  there,   thanks  to  his  residence  abroad.     After  a  parley,   the  oper- 
ators in  plaster  of  Paris  succumbed,  and  promised  to  desist   and  break  their  molds. 

•Let  me  see  yov.  do   it  right  off,1    said  V0lk,   in  Romanese. 

'Wait   for  a  day  or  two,'    rejoined  the  emigrants,   in  Italian. 

Mr.    V0lk  knew  'white  man  mightyuncertain,'    and  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
but  that  to-morrow  might   see  the  mold  and  bust  for  operations   in  a  new  field.     He 
determined  on  a  decided  stroke  of  policy,  and  took  up  a  huge  mallet. 

'When  you  break  this  mold  and  these  busts   I  advise  you  to  do   it   so(Whack), 
and  so  (whack),   and  so  (whack)  ,  and  so  (whack).' 

The  plaster  flew;    the  mold  was  a  shapeless  mass;    the  row  of  busts     were 
sadly  short  of  noses,   chins  ,.  heads;   sublime  ruin  reigned  when  Volk  laid  down  the 
mallet.     The  gentlemen  from  the  region  of  the  Tiber  pulled  foot  for  a  magistrate, 
and  represented  their  grievances  as  viewed  from  their  standpost.     The  presence  of 
Mr.   Volk  was  duly  commanded,  and  then  and  there,   in  court,   a  hearing  was  had  before 
a  jury,  who  found  a  verdict  against  Volk  for  six  and  a  quarter  cents — that  being 
deemed,  probably,  a  fair  reward  for  the  use  of  the  mallet,  with  which  Mr.   Volk  com- 
mitted trespass,   in  using  it  without  leave." 


Taken  from  thenBoston  Morning  Journalnfor  July  4,  1861  as  copied  from 
the   "Crayon". 
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Euula   of    Mir.    Eancoln. 

To  the  Editor  oj  The  M.   Y.   Tribune. 

Sih:  I  notice  in  your  is.suo  of  tLia  date  an 
article  regarding  Mr.  T.  1).  Jones'  lmbt  of  our  lamented 
President,  in  which  it  is  sluted  that  Mr.  Liuooln  never' 
ant  for  any  other  butt  tliau  that  mudo  by  Mr.  Jones.  I 
.:fecl  it  ruy  duty  to  correct  this  statement  immediately. 
'1  am  the  owner  of  a  bust  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  presented  mo 
}iu  Chicapo  by  the  nrtifit  \rolk,  for  which  the  late  Presi-1 
^dent  sat  within  a  few  days  after  his  nomination  in  18U0. 
|  In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
Jun  incident  thut  tcok  place  ut  Mr.  Linci.lu's  residence 
in  Springfield  at  the  time  mentioned.  Mr.  Voile  desired 
'to  muka  a  east  of  tho  President's  hand,  aad  in  making, 
'the  preparations  Mr.  Lincoln  went. into  his  bach  yard,! 
took  an  old  broomstick,  whittled  oft'. tho  end,  und| 
'grasped  it  in  his  hand  fiir  tho  cast.  I  have  a  copy  of, 
this  east  (a  few  of  which  fineartist  made  for  his  friends,)] 
[which  I  will  exhibit  to  you  wilt  pleas uro,  if  you  winhj 
it.  The  marks  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  knife  are  plainly  to  bo. 
teen  on  tlio  cast  of  the  slick,  ond  the  hand  is  repre-j 
seated  with  perfect  fidelity  in  its  lar^o  muscular  pro 
portions.  Very  respectful!}',. 

William  AvTut  Sjkes. 
New-York,  April  19,  18G5. 
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Probably  no  person  now  living  in 
Connecticut  had  a  chance  to  know 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  just  a  plain 
American  citizen,  better  than  Mrs. 
Frances  \V.  Holbrooke  of  202  Campbell 
avenue,  West  Haven.  Mrs.  Holbrooke 
was  formerly  Miss  Kate  Miner,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  N.  VV.  Miner,  D.D., 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Spring- 
field, III.,  where  Mr.  Lincoln  lived  be- 
fore his  election  to  the  presidency.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  frequent  attendant  at 
Dr.  Miner's  church  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miner  were 
ton  terms  of  the  most  intimate  personal 
friendship,  both  before  Mr.  Lincoln 
•went  to  the  White  House  and  during 
his  occupancy  of  the  executive  man- 
sion at  Washington.  The  Lincoln 
home  In  Springfield  was  almost  direct- 
ly opposite  that  of  Dr.  Miner,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  two  families 
were  closely  associated.  Mrs.  Hol- 
brooke was  too  young  to  recollect  much 
of  the  grrat  emancipator,  except  as 
told  her  by  her  parents.  She  un- 
doubtedly was  one  of  the  children  that 
romped  at  the  knees  of  the  great  man. 
Her  last  distinct  memory  of  him  was 
when  she  looked  upon  his  face  as  her 
father  held  her  in  his  arms  at  the 
side  of  the  casket  in  which  lay  the 
body  of  the  nation's  martyr. 

Therefore,  it  is  with  an  admiration 
and  veneration  for  America's  great 
president,  Abraham  Lincoln,  made 
closer  and  more  personal  than  mere 
patriotism,  that  Mrs.  Holbrooke  treas- 
ures among  the  possessions  of  ..  her 
family  a  number  of  personal  memen- 
toes and  letters  of  President  Lincoln 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln,  which  she  esteems 
priceless    and    unpurchasablo. 

One  of  (he  most  prized  of  Mrs.  Hol- 
brooke's mementoes  of  Lincoln  is  a  life 
sized  bust.  It  was  made  in  1SC0  by  L. 
W.  Volk.  the  noted  sculptor  and  i*  re- 
garded as  the  only  true  likeness  of 
him.  After  making  the  .  bust,  Mr. 
Volk  presented  it  to  Lincoln  and  up 
to  the  time  he  left  SpringfWld  Mr.  Lin- 
coln regarded  it  as  on«..pf  his  most 
treasured  possessions..  -  J.u^t  before 
leaving  his  home  for  Washington,  he 
called  Dr.  Miner  over  to  Ms  house  and 


gsringfield, 

gave  him  the  cast  3F*!  remembrance, 
Baying  that  it  was  the  best  likeness  he 
had.  The  fact  that  it  is  an  excellent 
likeness  is  emphasized  in  a  letter  by 
A.  Hessler,  a  photograher  of  Chicago, 
who  took  nearly  all  the  Lincoln  photo- 
graphs of  Lincoln.  In  his  letter,  Mr. 
Hessler  tells  of  the  various  pictures  of 
Lincoln  taken  by  him  and  tells  that 
V  was  not  until  after  Lincoln's  first 
sitting  that  he  recognized  the  rare 
power  and  goodness  in  the  profile.  Mr. 
Hessler  adds  in  his  letter,  "After  he 
(Lincoln)  reached  Washington  he  was 
persuaded  to  hide  his  strong  and  good, 
honest  features  by  wearing  his  beard, 
thinking  no  doubt,  by  hiding  the  rug- 
ged, noble  features  to  enhance  his 
beauty,  but  his  real  beauty  was  lost  to 
eight  and  the  strong  features  were 
gone.  From  a  photograph  with  his 
beard  on,  an  engraving  was  made,  so 
smoothed  and  idealized  that  the  real 
man  la  lost.  Mr.  Volk,  the  sculptor,  has 
the  only  true  likeness  of  him  in  clay 
that  has  been  made  and  if  ever  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  perpetuated  in  marble  by 
true  merit  his  will  be  the  likeness 
chosen. 

Mrs.  Holbrooke  has  been  offered 
sum-?  of  money,  jn  some  cases  reach- 
ing up  into  the  thousands,  for  the 
cast,  but  in  every  instance  she  has  re- 
fused. 

Among  the  most  precious  of  Mrs. 
Holbrooke's  Lincoln  possessions  are  a 
number  of  anecdotes  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  related  to  her  by  her  parents 
and  therefore,  of  unquestioned  au- 
thenticity. None  of  these  does  she 
prize  more  highly  than  two  which 
emphatically  disprove  the  intimation 
made  in  some  quarters  that  Lincoln 
■was  an  infidel.  One  of  these  anecdotes 
as  related  by  Mrs.  Holbrooke  to  a 
Union  reporter  who  called  to  see  her 
recently,  was  as  follows: 

Just   after   Mr.   Lincoln's    funeral    in 
Springfield,   Mrs.   Lincoln   sent   for   her 
friends.    Dr.    and    Mrs.    Miner,    asking 
them  to  call  upon  her  at  the  hotel   in 
which  she  was  staying.     She  spoke  of 
the  intimation  made  that  she  was  in  a 
measure  responsible  for  her  husband's 
death,  because  of  her  fondness  for  the 
theater  and  her  insisting  that  he  should 
attend  the  playhouse    on  the    night    of 
his    tragic    end.      On    the    morning    of 
that    eventful    day,    Mrs.    Lincoln    said 
she  arose  with   a   severe  headache.     It 
was  just  at  the  close  of  the  war  during 
which   time  Mr.  and   Mrs.   Lincoln   had 
been   together  but  little,  owing  to   the 
many   duties    of   the    president.     How- 
ever, on  this  morning  Mr.  Lincoln   told 
his  wife  that  they  would  set  that  day 
apart    for    themselves.      He    said    they 
would  ride  in  the  morning  and  in   the 
afternoon.     In   order  to  carry  out   this 
plan,  President  Lincoln  had   to  put  off 
a   delegation    that    called    upon    him    to 
congratulate    him    on    the    termination 
Of  the  war.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were 
returning   from    their   afternoon    drivo, 
Mr.  Lincoln  suggested  that  they  attend 
;he  theater  in  the  evening.     Mr3.  Lin- 
:oln   complained   of  her  headache  and 
expressed    a   desire   not     to     go,      but 
fvhen  her  husband  Insisted,  she  finally 
consented.      As    they   entered    the    the- 
ater   boxoffice    Mrs.    Lincoln    said    she 
■otic*!  that  it  was  draped     with     an 
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American  flag.  Accompanying  them 
were  Major  Rathburn  and  Miss  Har- 
ris, who  were  affianced.  After  the  per- 
I  formance  had  progressed  for  some 
J  time,  Mrs.  Lincoln  called  her  husband's 
I  attention  to  their  guests.  "Well  Mary" 
said  the  president,  "you  and  I  did 
not  want  anybody  to  pay  any  attention 
tc  use  when  we  were  engaged."  The 
president  then  talked  with  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln of  their  plans  after  the  expiration 
of  hi?  term  of  of  ice,  and  in  conjunction 
with  this  he  said,  "We  will  travel 
through  the  Holy  Land.  Next  to  seo- 
j  lng  the  New  Jerusalem,  It  is  my  de- 
',  sire  to  see  the  Old  Jerusalem."  He 
had  no  sooner'  uttered  the  last  word 
when  the  fatal  shot  was  fired.  Booth, 
the  assassin,  according  to  Mrs.  Lin- 
,  coin,  in  making  his  jump  from  the  box 
•to  the  stage,  Supported  himself  by 
I  grasping  her  shoulder,  his  grasp  being 
so  re  ugh  and  strong  as  to  break  the 
clasp  of  her  opera  cape.  In  jumping, 
Mrs.  Lincoln  noticed,  Booth  caught  his 
spur  in  the  flag  and  as  a  result  landed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  break  one  of  his 
legs. 

Another  anecdote  disproving  the 
infidelity  of  the  charge,  for  the  truth 
of  which  Mrs.  Holbrooke  can  vouch 
with  equally  good  authority,  relates  to 
a  visit  her  father  paid  to  Lincoln  in 
the  .White  House.  The  president  wish- 
ed to  show  his  friendship  for  the 
clergyman  and  offered  him  a  position 
which  would  have  paid  him  consider- 
ably more  than  his  pastorate.  Dr. 
Miner  declined  the  office,  saying  that 
he  thought  ho  had  a  higher  calling. 
Lincoln  at  once  agreed  with  him  and 
when  Dr.  Miner  told  him  that  he  must 
remember  that  the  prayers  of  the 
American  people  were  with  him  in  the 
great  work  that  he  was  doing,  Mr. 
Lincoln,  in  a  manner  well  calculated 
to  belie  the  charge  that  he  was  an 
infidel,  replied  that  he  felt  it  was  the 
prayers  of  the  people  that  were  sus- 
taining him  in  the  nation's  critical 
hour. 

While  on  this  same  visit,  Dr.  Miner 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Holbrooke.  Strange  as  it  may  seem, 
Dr.  Miner  prophesied  in  this  letter 
that  Lincoln  would  die  during  his  term 
of  office.  The  letter  is  dated  Wash- 
ington. D.  O,  April  13,  1S62,  but  de- 
spite its  agft  Mrs.  Holbrooke  still  re- 
tains the  original  copy  which  is  in  al- 
most as  good  shape  as  the  day  on 
which  it  was  sent.  After  describing 
different  places  in  the  capitol  and  his 
dinner  with  the  Lincolns,  Dr.  Miner 
goes  o'i  to  say,  "I  asked  Mr.  Lin- 
coln how  he  liked  his  office."  Said  he, 
"Mr.  Miner,  I  sometimes  contrast  my 
presen:  position  with  what  it  w8* 
when  I  lived  in  Springfield,  and  I  some- 
times think,  shall  I  not  some  time  wake 
up  to  find  It  all  a  dream?  It  seems 
more  like  a  dream,  than  a  reality. 
This  being  nominated  for  the  presi- 
dency and  being  elected  is  all  very  fine, 
but  to  be  the  president  and  incur  the 
burdens  and  meet  the  responsibilities 
of  the  office  is  more  than  I  can  baar 
and  have  enjoyment."  He  is  not  as 
happy  as  he  wa£  when  he  lived  in  his 
more  humble  dwelling  at  Springfield 
He  longs  for  retirement  and  rest,  but 
he  cannot  have  it  and  I  am  afraid  that 
the  office  will  kill  him  before  his  term 
expires. 

Another  let'er  which  lUrs.  Holbrooke 


has  preserved  and  which  was  shown  to 
t'i'.e  reporter,  wa-;  written  and  signed 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  was  in  the  form 
of  an  introduction  for  Dr.  Miner.  It 
follows: 

New  York,  Dec.   15,   1831. 

Permit  me  to  introduce  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Miner  to  you,  our  clergyman  for  15 
years,  our  opposite  neighbor  and  a 
friend  very  much  beloved  by  my  hus- 
band, Abraham  Lincoln.  -  I  sign  very 
respectfully  yours, 

MRS.    ABRAHAM    LINCOLN. 

When  the  news  of  President  Lin- 
coln's death  reached  Springfield,  it 
caused  intense  grief.  Mrs.  Holbrooke 
says  she  remembers  that  the  same  eve- 
ning the  news  of  his  death  was  an- 
nounced there  was  not  a  yard  of  black 
cioth  to  be  had  anywhere  in  the  city. 
Every  house  from  that  of  the  richest 
merchant  down  to  the  poorest  laborer, 
was  covered  with  evidence  of  mourn- 
ing. At  the  funeral  services,  Dr. 
Miner  was  one  of  the  officiating  clergy- 
men. Each  of  the  clergymen  were 
given  a  badge  which  consisted  of  a 
picture  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  some  black 
ribbon.  Mrs.  Holbrooke  has  the  one 
worn  by  her  father.  Dr.  Miner  also 
took  part  In  the  exercises  in  connec- 
tion with  the  unveiling  of  Lincoln's 
statue    in    Springfield. 

Knowing  him  as  closely  as  they  did. 
the  Miners  naturally  knew  many  inter- 
esting stories  about  Lincoln,  some  of 
which  Mrs.  Holbrooke  still  remembers. 
She  tells  of  one  instance  where  Lin- 
coln won  a  man  over  to  his  side  by 
novel  means.  It  was  while  he  had  a 
law  office  in  Springfield.  Two  men 
had  a  fight.  One  of  them  was  a  Scotch- 
man who  had  always  been  an  ardent 
worker  for  the  Democratic  cause.  Af- 
ter the  fight  both  men  went  to  Lincoln 
to  engage  his  services.  They  both  ar- 
rived about  the  same  time  and  after 
hearing  their  stories,  Lincoln 'said:  "I 
am  going  out  now,  but  I  will  let  you 
two  men  remain  here  to  settle  this  lit- 
tle argument   among   yourselves." 

He  went  out  and  locked  the  door  af- 
ter him.  Three  hours  later  he  return- 
ed and  let  his  two  clients  out.  From' 
that  day  on  they  were  the  warmest 
friends  and  at  the  next  election  the 
Scotchman  voted  for  Lincoln  for 
president. 

While  a  lawyer  on  the  circuit,  Lin- 
coin  was  noted  for  his  humorous  stories 
and  sagacious  ways  before  the  court. 
One  case  in  particular  is  told  by  Mrs.  | 
Holbrooke  of  how  Lincoln  represented 
a  man  who  was  being  sned  for  al- 
leged misrepresentation  in  a  horse 
deal.  The  incident  transpired  just  at 
the  time  when  shirts  buttoning  up  the 
front  wer.e  going  out  of  style,  and  those) 
with  starched  bosoms  buttoning  up  the| 
back  were  becoming  stylish.  Lin- 
coln's legal  opponent  in  this  case  was 
a  "dapper  young  man,  who  followed 
the  styles,  and  consequently  had  on 
an  up-to-date  shirt.  However,  having 
arisen  late  that  morning,  he  had  put 
his  shirt  on  so  hurriedly  that  he  fail- 
ed to  notice  that  the  back  was  to  the 
front.  During  the  progress  of  the! 
trial  the  young  man  made  a  great  Im- 
pression on  the  jury  with  his  know- 
ledge of  horseflesh.  Before  he  finish- 
ed his  argument,  the  day  being  a  warm, 
one  and  the  exertions  of  oratory  add-' 
ifig  to  the  w^armth,  he  ha-i  removed 
his  coat.  Up  to  this  ^time  Lincoln 
thought  that  the  case  was  lost,  but  hel 
took  the  reversed  shirt  for  his  cue,  s» 
in  his  opening  remarks  to  the 
inquired  how  much  confiden 
could    place   in   a   man's   know 


horses  who  did  not  know  enough  to 
put  his  shirt  on  right.  He  won  his 
case. 

Mrs.  Holbrooke  is  the  authority  for 
another  anecdote  and  one  that  is  but 
seldom  heard.  It  is,  that  on  the  day 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency,  he  was  playing  ball 
with  »ome  Springfield  boys  on  a  vacant 
lot  near  his  home.  During  the  game 
telegraph  boys  were  continually  run- 
ning up  to  him  with  dispatches.  He 
would  open  one,  read  it,  then  thrust 
it  in  his  cap,  and  continue  playing 
without  a  change  in  countenance.  Fi- 
nally he  said,  "Boys,  I  can't  play  ball 
any  longer.  I  must  go  down  to  the 
corner  and  tell  the  lady  there  (Mrs. 
Lincoln)  a  little  news.  (Meaning  his 
nomination.) 

It  is  doubtful,  according  to  Mrs.  Hol- 
brooke  if   there    was    a   sadder    person 
after   Mr.   Lincoln's   death   than  a   cer- 
tain woman  in  Springfield,  about  whom 
the  following  is  told.     She  had  one  son 
who  was  among  the  first  to  enlist  and 
go    to   war.      While    the    war     was      in 
progress   her   husband   was   taken    sick 
and    she    had    no   means      of     support. 
However,  she  did  not  wish   to  ask  for 
her  son's  discharge,  so  by  dint  of  hard 
work,    she    managed    to    make    enough  j 
money   to   keep   her   husband   and   her-  | 
self    aiive.      Although    the    war    ended, 
the  term  of  enlistment  of  her  son  was 
not    up,    so    Tie    could    not      leave      the 
army.      She    then   applied   to  President 
Lincoln    for   his    discharge      from      the 
army,   giving  him  her  reason  for  ask- 
ing   for    his    release.      Lincoln    imme-  j 
diately    wrote    out    the    discharge    and  I 
sent   it   to   her.     It   arrived   at   Spring- j 
field    three   days  after  Lincoln's   death. 

Fcr  a  time  Dr.  Miner  was  pastor  of  ] 
the  Clinton  avenue  Baptist  church  of 
Trenton,  and  at  th^  prerent  time  Mrs. 
Holbrooke  has  a  sister,  Mrs.  Harry  A. 
Hill  living  there- 
Only  once  during  his  career  did 
Abraham  Lincoln  visit  New  Haven. 
There  are  but  few  New  Haven  citi-  j 
zens  who  can  clearly  recall  that  me-  I 
morable  occasion  when  the  man  who 
later  became  the  nation's  executive 
visited  this  city  and  before  what  was 
considered  at  that  time  a  tremendously 
large  sized  audience  made  an  eloquent 
address  in  Union  hall,  that  was  on 
April  6,  1860,  nearly  40  years  ago. 
Most  of  the  New  Haven  citizens  who 
'..  attended  that  meeting  have  passed 
away  but  the  few  who  are  living,  in 
spite  of  all  the  events  of  half  a  cen- 
tury, remember  clearly  the  man  and  j 
;'  his  personality,  if  not  the  words  of  his 
i  arguments. 

At  that  time  the  politics  of  the  state' 
were  all  absorbing  and  the  enthus-  I 
iasm  and  excitement  at  the  meetings 
and  rallies  had  never  been  equalled. 
William  A.  Buckingham  of  Norwich 
was  at  that  time  running  for  gover- 
nor on  the  Republican  ticket.  The 
national  issues  had  also  been  forcibly 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  people 
and  the  national  ca.mpaign  was  just 
about  starting.  The  nominations  for 
president  were  made  a  few  weeks  later 
and  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Illinois  was 
on  a  tour  through   the  east. 

The  first  mention  that  was  made  of 
the  visit  was  on  Monday  morning-. 
April  5,  1860,  when  the  papers  made 
the  following  announcement:  "Gran! 
Rally  for  Buckingham  and  the  Un- 
ion. The  Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln  of 
Illinois  will  address  the  Freemen  of 
New  Haven  at  Union  hall  on  Tuesday 
evening,  March  6,  1860.  Push  on  the 
Column!"  The  papers  on  Tuesday 
morning  announced  his  arrival   in  this 


city  and  that  there  would  be  no  dis- 
appointment about  the  rally.  All  were 
urged    to   be   present. 

During  his  short  stay  in  this  citv 
Lincoln  wa«  the  guest  of  J.  F.  Bab- 
cock.  Union  hall  wag  crowded  to  the 
door*  that  night  and  hundreds  were 
unable  to  get  in.  Lincoln  was  Intro- 
duced by  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Boardman 
and  spoke  for  two  hours.  Some  idea 
of  the  reception  given  him  that  night 
may  be  gained  by  a  portion  of  a  news- 
paper report  that  appeared  the  follow- 
ing day.  It  read:  "Last  night  Union 
hall  was  crowded  long  before  the  hour 


appointed  for  Mr.  Lincoln's  address. 
The  hall  was  literally  jammed.  Every 
seat  was  taken;  every  aisle  and 
foot  of  standing  room  were  crowded  by 
the  throng,  and  even  the  platform  was 
occupied,  and  was  so  crowded  thit  it 
seemed  impossible  to  find  room  for  the 
officers  of  the  club  and  the  speakers. 
We  have  never  seen  a  more  intensely 
interested  and  excited  audience  in  New 
Haven,  and  the  feeling  is  such  as  is 
!  seldom  seen  anywhere,  except  in  the 
I  last  days  of  a  presidential  campaign. 
!  "The  speaker  on  his  appearance  at 
the  door  was  greeted  with  the  most 
prolonged  and  enthusiastic  cheering  of 
the  waiting  assembly. 

"Perhaps  the  most  striking  aaid  prom- 
inent impression  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
made  in  his  speaking  was  that  of 
thorough  honesty  and  of  sincere,  earn- 
est belief  in  all  that  he  said.  He 
abounded  in  good  humor  and  pleasant 
satire.  He  did  not  aim  chiefly  at  fun. 
j  He  strived  rather  to  show  by  plain 
simple  and  cogent  reasoning  that  his 
j  positions  were  Impregnable  and  he 
j  carried  his  audience  with  him  as  he 
1  well    deserved." 

j  Such  was  the  first  impression  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  received  by  those ! 
New  Haveners  who  saw  him  for  the  j 
first  time  and,  for  the  majority,  the 
last    lime. 

Following  his  address  Mr.  Lincoln 
left  for  the  railroad  station.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  big  crowd  headed 
by  a  band.  The  following  night  ha 
made  another  address  in  the  Meriden 
Town  hall. 

With  but  very  few  exceptions  every  | 
one  of  those  persons  who  saw  Lincoln  I 
here  will  say  that  at  the  first  glance 
he  appeared  to  be  very  homely.  Six 
feet  four  inches  tall,  but  stooping  so 
that  his  height  did  not  seem  so  great, 
awkward  and  ungainly,  in  ill-fitting 
clothes  which  hung  loosely  about  his 
gaunt  frame  and  a  face,  even  in  his 
younger  days,  seamed  and  furrowed, 
he  was  undeniably  plain. 

He  realized  this  fact  himself,  and 
one  of  the  Innumerable  Lincoln  stories 
has  reference  to  it.  Shortly  after  his 
election  a  man  went  to  see  him  at 
Washington.  He  .was  admitted  to  the) 
room  In  which  the  president  received 
his  callers,  and,  after  shaking  hands 
with  Lincoln,  stood  and  looked  at  him 
two  of  three  minutes  without  speaking. 
Finally  he  said: 

"Mr.  President,  I  told  my  friends  that 
if  I  ever  met  a  man  homelier  than  I, 
I'd  be  willing  to  shoot  myself  and  die 
happy.     I'm  ready  to  do  it  now." 

To  which  Lincoln,  who  had  returned 
the  other's  stare  with  interest,  replied: 
"Don't  do  it  my  friend.  If  I  am 
homelier  than  you  it  is  my  duty  f> 
humanity  to  die  at  once." 

However  It  is  generally  conceded  thai 
al chough  his  race  was  serious  and  al- 
most forbidding  in  repose,  when  he 
began  to  speak  his  countenance  light- 
ened and  he  became  animated,  his 
awkwardness    dropped    from    him,    and 


the    man    was    transformed     until     he 
looked  a'-most  handsome. 

The  first  man  In  New  Haven  to 
know  of  the  assassination  of  Lincoln 
was  the  chief  of  the  Western  Unlot. 
telegraph  office,  a  man  named  K.  F. 
Fairchild,  although  not  a  relative  of 
/the  present  suiperllr/tenden^  Fred 
Fairchild.  The  day  Lincoln  was  as-  | 
sassinated  was  Good  Friday  and  there 

were  no  issues  of  the  newspapers 
printed,  and  consequently  all  the  tele- 
graph offices  were  closed.  It  was  not 
until  the  following  day  that  New  Ha- 
ven knew  anything  about  the  tragic 
death  of  the  President.  It  was  the 
morning  after  the  assassination  that 
Fairchild's  quick  ear  detected  a  mes- 
sage going  from  one  city  to  another  i 
containing  a  statement  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  been  killed,  and  on  short  in- 
quiry he  found  the  news  to  be  true,      j 

In  explaining  the  peculiar  situation,  | 
Fred  Fairchild,  the  present  superin-  '• 
tendent,  who,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  telegraphers  in  Connecticut,  j 
having  served  in  1865,  says: 

"It  was  a  holiday  In  Connecticut.  In 
consequence  there  had  been  a  light 
day  in  telegraph  service,  and,  what  is  ' 
more,  the  morning  newspapers  of  the 
day  after  In  New  Haven  did  not  have  , 
their  force  on  hand  and  went  home 
early,  as  they  did  not  publish  an 
edition  the  next  morning.  We  closed 
our  New  Haven  office  about  9  o'clock 
and  went  home  for  the  night.  Of  I 
course  there  were  no  telephones  in  | 
tnose  days. 

"The  next  morning  we  came  to  trork 
as  usual,  and  a  few  minutes  after  we 
reached  the  office  we  heard  somebody 
in  New  York  talking  with  some  coun- 
try station  telling  about  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  President.  Of  course  we 
broke  in  and  asked  if  the  news  we 
had  heard  was  true.  We  were  told  the 
story  and  we  soon    spread  the  news.'" 

Lincoln  was  assassinated  at  10:10 
o'clock  in  Ford's  theater  on  Friday 
night,  yet  New  Haven  did  not  learn  of 
the  act  until  Saturday  morning. 
Nowadays  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph office  is  open  all  night  in  th.s 
city  and  the  Postal  Telegraph  office 
until  1  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

In  1865  the  Associated  Press  office, 
which  furnished  the  two  morning 
newspapers  of  the  city  with  news, 
had  its  messages  taken  by  Western 
Union.  As  there  were  no  morning 
newspapers  the  day  after,  of  course 
the  messages  which  were  ticked  by 
the  Western  Union  telling  of  the  as- 
sassination of  Lincoln  were  unheard 
In  New  Haven  the  night  of  the  assas- 
sination. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOft 


THE   LIFE   MASK    OF   LINCOLN 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Transcript: 

A  life  mask  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  sold 
in  New  York  the  other  day  for  $991.  It  'a 
thus  described  on  its  back:  "This  cast  was 

I  made  for  A.  W.  Drake,  a  subscriber  to  the 
fund  for  the  purchase  and  presentation  to 
the    United     States     Government     of     the 

[  original  work  made  in  Chicago,*  April,  1860, 
by  Leonard  "W.  Volk,  frocm  the  living  face 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  This  cast  was  taken 
from  the  first  replica  of  the  original." 
Drake  was  the  art  editor  of  the  Century 
(Magazine  for  a .  great  many  ..years.  As  It 
Is  not  stated  that  this  ..copy  was  In  bronze,  - 

I  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  it  was  one  of  the 
many  plaster  copies  made  by  the  commit- 
tee, of  which  the  late  R.  W.  Gilder  was  the 
head,  who  bought  the  original  plaster  copy 
of  the  sculptor  Volk,  for  $1500,  about  twen- 
ty-five years  ago.  This  committee,  if  I  re- 
member right,  made  a  bronze  copy  and  de- 
posited both  of  them  In  the'  Smithsonian 
Institution,  under  the  condition  that  no  du- 
plicates should  be  made  until  ten  years  had 
passed. 

If  the  Drake  copy  was  in  plaster,  a  du- 
plicate from  the  same  mould  was  sent  to 
the  Boston  Athenaeum,  very  much  lettered 
in  regard  to  its  origin,  by  the  above  men- 
tioned committee. 

The  enormous  price  given  for  the  Drake 
copy  suggests  several  very  Interesting  his- 
torical inquiries,  which  may  not  be  ex- 
plained at  present,  but  which,  for  the  sakfe 
of  aeouraoy,  will  surely  be  needed  when  the 
time  comes  for  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  subject. 

There  Is  a  great  deal  of  detail  in  the  his- 
tory  of  the  original  copy  made  by  Volk,  as 
there  is  about  many  of  the  best  sunlight 
pictures  of  Lincoln,  and  they  have  never 
been  brought  together.  One  fine  bronze 
copy  of  the  mask  Is  owned  in  Boston,  and 
a  number  of  good  plaster  ooples.  Lincoln's 
hands  In  bronze  are  also  much  sought  after 
ihv    T-incoln    lovers.      Several    of    them    are 


also  owned"  In 

The  original  plaster  copy  of  the  Lincoln 
mask  is  quite  as  wonderful  in  its  correct- 
ness of  Lincoln's  face  as  any  other  *>t  the 
wonderful  facta  about  him,  and  it  Is  all  due 
to  the  perfect  firmness  of  the  muscles  of 
his  face,  even  when  supporting  a  more  than 
usual  thickness  of  plaster.  Volk  was  not 
an  adept  In  doing  such  work,  and  one  of 
the  remarkable  things  about  the  cast  is  its 
surprising  excellence  when  considering  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  made. 

If  the  Drake  copy  was  in  bronze— and  sold 
for  such  a  price,  there  would  be,  as  In 
the  case  of  the  Barye  bronzes,  no  such 
thing  as  a  regulated  price  in  future  sales. 
If  in  plaster,  the  sale  simply  shows  that  a 
I  erdod  plaster  fltmUcate_  from  .  the  »- j-'.*. 
mould  has  a  new  value,  as  surprising 
as  it  is  extraordinary.  The  second  cast 
from  a  new  mould  is  the  best,  and  the 
succeeding  ones  gradually  diminish  in 
value,  very  much  depending  upon  the 
skill  of  the  man  who  makes  them,  and 
aisq  upon  the  quality  of  tho  plaster  and 
how  it  is  mixed  with  water.  All  this  is 
part  and  parcel  of  mind  and  hand  ex- 
cellence and  is  the  basis  of  one  of  the 
standards  by  which  human  skill  Is  judged. 

A  number  of  good  plaster  copies  of 
Lincoln's  life  mask  are  owned  in  Boston, 
and  they  were  made  in  a  mould  from  a 
bronze  copy  of  the  first  plaster  copy  or 
the  original  plaster  cast.  This  first  plaster 
copy  of  the  original  T*-as  sent  by  Volk,  the 
sculptor,  through  his  son  Douglas,  now 
a  well  known  Now  York  painter,  to 
Geroroe. '  the  French  painter,  as  a  tribute 
o"f~  appreciation  "for  what  ho  had  done  tor 
Douglas  as  a  pupil  of  Gerome.  Gerome 
gave  the  copy  to  the  writer  in  the  middle 
'70s,  many  years  before  the  transactions 
of  buying  tho  original  by  the  Gilder  com- 
mittee. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  bronze 
copies  of  Lincoln's  ;.on3s  owned  in  Bos- 
ton, and  they  too  have  a  special  value. 

The  full  history  of  Ldnooln  portraits  in 
all  their  endless  and  important  details 
would  fill  a  worthy-sized  book.  In  tho 
Lambert  sale  in  New  York,  an  ambro- 
type  for  which  he  paid  about  $200  was 
*>ld  for  nearly  $800.  Its  mate,  owned  in 
*  Cambridge,  though  costing  only  $100,  would 
sell  any  day  now  for  $1000.  These  am- 
brotypes  al39  have  a  history. 

T.   H.    Babtlett 

Boaton,  March  8,  1&17. 
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LIFE  AND  DEATH  MASKS 
OF  LINCOLN 

The  Life  Masks 

There  seems  to  be  much  confusion 
about  the  famous  life  mask  of  Lincoln 
made  by  Leonard  W.  Volk,  which  is 
usually  called  a  death  mask. 

We  are  not  left  in  doubt  about  the 
making  of  this  famous  life  mask  as  the 
story  of  its  origin  is  told  by  Mr.  Volk 
in  Century  Magazine  and  later  re- 
printed in  the  Journal  of  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Society  for  July,  1915. 

Mr.  Volk  first  met  Abraham  Lincoln 
at  Lincoln,  Illinois,  in  1858  and  told 
him  that  he  would  like  very  much  to 
make  a  bust  of  him.  Mr.  Lincoln  prom- 
ised that  when  the  opportunity  offered 
itself  he  would  grant  him  that  privi- 
lege. 

It  was  nearly  two  years  before  Volk 
met  Lincoln  again.  Volk  had  just  re 
turned  from  Washington  to  Chicago  in 
the  spring  of  1860  when  he  read  in  the 
paper  that  Lincoln  was  in  the  city.  He 
remembered  the  promise  Lincoln  had 
made  to  give  him  some  sittings  and  he 
immediately  approached  the  president 
on  the  subject. 

Appointments  were  made  for  his 
visits  to  the  Volk  studio  in  the  Port- 
land Block,  just  after  breakfast.  Mr. 
Volk  said  that  Lincoln  was  there 
promptly  each  morning  and  never 
failed  to  be  on  time. 

As  Lincoln  was  in  Chicago  for  the 
famous  Sand  Bar  Case  which  delayed 
him  there  from  March  23  until  April  4, 
it  was  during  this  time,  presumably 
during  the  last  week,  that  Lincoln 
gave  Volk  the  sittings  for  the  famous 
studies. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit 
Lincoln  said: 

"Mr.  Volk,  I  have  never  sat  before 
to  sculptor  or  painter — only  for  da- 
guerreotypes and  photographs.  What 
shall  I  do?" 

Mr.  Volk  advised  that  he  would  only 
take  the  measurement  of  his  head  and 
shoulders  then  and  the  next  morning, 
Saturday,  he  would  make  a  cast  of  his 
face. 

Mr.  Volk  describes  Lincoln's  reac- 
tion to  the  making  of  the  mask  as  fol- 
lows: 

"He  sat  naturally  in  the  chair  when 
I  made  the  cast  and  saw  every  move  I 


Bas-relief  from  Reed's  Death   Mask 
of   Lincoln 

made  in  a  mirror  opposite,  as  I  put  the 
plaster  on  without  interference  with 
his  eyesight  or  his  free  breathing 
through  his  nostrils.  It  was  about  an 
hour  before  the  mold  was  ready  to  be 
removed,  and  being  all  in  one  piece, 
with  both  ears  perfectly  taken,  it 
clung  pretty  hard,  as  the  cheek-bones 
were  higher  than  the  jaws  at  the  lobe 
of  the  ear.  He  bent  his  head  low  and 
took  hold  of  the  mold  and  gradually 
worked  it  off  without  breaking  or  in- 
jury." 

Mr.  Volk  says  that  by  previous  ap- 
pointment he  was  to  cast  Mr.  Lincoln's 
hands  on  the  Sunday  morning  after  his 
nomination,  and  at  9  a.  m.  Mr.  Lincoln 
received  him  in  the  dining  room  of  his 
home  where  the  casts  were  made.  The 
casts  of  Lincoln's  hands  are  often  as- 
sociated with  the  life  mask. 

R.  W.  Gilder  served  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  which,  in  the  early  nine- 
ties, purchased  the  original  life  mask 
from  Leonard  W.  Volk  for  $1,500.  The 
committee  had  a  bronze  replica  of  the 
mask  made-,  and  both  were  then  pre- 
sented  to    the    Smithsonian   Institute. 

Clark  Mills  also  is  said  to  have  made 
a  life  mask  of  Lincoln  in  February, 
1865.  It  looks  so  gaunt  and  haggard  it 
is  often  referred  to  as  a  death  mask. 
A  brief  biographic  sketch  of  Mills  says 
that,  "The  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  making  busts,  and  he  invented 
a  method  of  putting  plaster  on  the 
face  of  his  subjects,  thereby  adding 
greatly  to  the  truthfulness  of  his 
casts." 

The  Death  Masks 

A  study  of  the  traditional  death 
masks  of  Lincoln  presents  a  much 
more  difficult  problem  than  the  well 
preserved  story  of  the  life  mask. 

The  Lincoln  Historical  Research 
Foundation  has  just  recently  come  into 
possession   of  a  bas-relief  of  Lincoln 


said  to  have  been  reproduced  from  a 
death  mask  made  by  Louis  Henri  Reed. 
A  story  of  this  death  mask  appear- 
ing in  the  Indianapolis  News  for  April 
8,  1910,  follows: 

"One  of  Henri's  early  works,  if  not 
his  best,  was  a  plaster  bas-relief  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  claimed  by  some  to 
have  been  made  from  a  death  mask 
taken  from  the  martyred  President's 
face  as  he  lay  in  state  at  the  old  capi- 
tol  here  by  special  permission  of  Gov- 
ernor Morton.  .  .  . 

"There  were  only  two,  or,  perhaps, 
three,  copies  of  this  made.  One  of 
these,  because  of  oversight  some- 
where, I  was  fortunate  enough  to  pro- 
cure twenty  years  ago  in  a  Washing- 
ton street  auction  house,  said  at  the 
time  to  be  part  of  the  effects  of  Mr. 
Wallace  then  sold.  Its  fidelity  as  a 
likeness  was  certainly  equal  to  any 
shown  of  the  same  subject  at  the  re- 
cent Saint  Gaudens  exhibit  here. 

"This  bas  relief,  or,  more  properly, 
haute  relief,  of  the  head  and  neck  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  in  full  side  view,  the 
whole  oval  being  26  by  21  inches,  the 
head  and  neck  20  inches  long.  During 
the  national  encampment  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  here,  in  1893,  I  hung  it  from  my  of- 
fice window,  appropriately  draped, 
with  the  words,  'Your  Great  Com- 
mander,' under  it  on  a  large  printed 
placard.  This  attracted  universal  at- 
tention as  the  great  parade  went  by, 
and  soon  many  veterans  came  up  the 
stairs  to  obtain  a  closer  view  of  it." 

"The  only  replica  of  this  work  I 
know  of  was  held  by  Ben  L.  Darrow, 
the  Meridian  street  shoe  man,  living  in 
Illinois  street,  which  Mrs.  Darrow  told 
me  was  a  present  from  Mr.  Reed;  but, 
as  that  family  is  broken  up  by  death,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  locate  it,  unless 
the  son,  Philo,  of  Chicago,  has  it.  Their 
copy  was  the  prettier,  as  mine  was  un- 
framed,  while  theirs  thev  had  put  in  a 
deep  wooden  frame  and  covered  with 
glass. 

"The  fate  of  mine  was  as  tragic  as 
those  of  its  maker  and  subject.  One 
night  we  were  awakened  by  a  tremen- 
dous crash,  and  found  that  the  heavy 
mass  had  broken  the  cord  that  held  it 
high  on  the  wall,  and  the  work  of  art 
was  smashed  to  smithereens  and  be- 
yond the  hope  of  repair." 

The  framed  copy  mentioned  in  the 
above  article  is  probably  the  same  one 
now  in  possession  of  the  Indiana  State 
Library.  This  and  the  one  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Lincoln  Historical  Research 
Foundation  are  the  only  two  known  to 
exist. 

Some  Lincoln  authorities  have 
claimed  that  another  death  mask  of 
Lincoln  was  made  while  the  body  was 
lying  in  state  in  the  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington, and  other  traditions  recall  one 
taken  at  Springfield  after  the  arrival 
of  the  body.  Evidence  is  not  at  hand  to 
confirm  either  of  these  statements. 
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VOLK'S   PLASTIC   PORTRAITS   OF  LINCOLN 


No  American  sculptor  has  contributed  so  much  to  our 
understanding  of  how  Abraham  Lincoln  appeared  in  the 
flesh  as  Leonard  W.  Volk.  One  single  study,  the  life  mask 
of  Lincoln,  allows  Volk's  name  to  be  associated  with  Hou- 
don,  the  French  sculptor  who  made  the  famous  life  mask 
of  Washington. 

Every  worthy  statue  of  Lincoln  which  has  been  created 
can  trace  the  source  of  its  fa- 
cial structure,  at  least,  to  the 
mask  prepared  by  Volk  in  1860. 
What' is  said  with  reference  to 
the  mask  is  equally  true  of  the 
Volk  bust  and  other  products 
of  the  plastic  art  which  allowed 
this  sculptor  to  preserve  with 
so  much  detail,  valuable  studies 
of  Lincoln. 

Many  students  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  famous 
series  of  Lincoln  subjects  made 
by  Volk  and  it  is  the  purpose 
of  this  bulletin  to  classify  them 
in  such  a  way  as  to  illustrate 
how  Volk  finally  evolved  his 
heroic  statue  of  Lincoln. 


The  Life-Mask  of  Abraham  Lincoln 


The  Sculptor 

Leonard  W.  Volk  was  born  in 
Wellstown,  New  York,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1828.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  became  an  apprentice 
in  his  father's  marble-cutting 
shop  at  Pittsburgh,  Massachu- 
setts. In  1848  he  removed  to  St.  Louis.  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las, who  was  Mrs.  Volk's  cousin,  aided  Volk  to  go  to  Italy 
for  study.  Upon  his  return  he  settled  in  Chicago.  Mr. 
Douglas  became  his  first  sitter.  Although  many  important 
works  are  to  his  credit,  his  Lincoln  studies  have  given  him 
the  most  renown. 

The  Mask 

The  life  mask  is  the  most  important  contribution  made 
by  Volk.  Lincoln  was  in  Chicago  from  March  23  to  April 
4,  in  1860,  engaged  in  a  suit  called  the  Sand  Bar  Case.  Ac- 
cording to  Volk  it  was  on  Saturday,  March  31,  that  the 
mask  was  made,  and  he  relates  the  story  of  the  making  of 
the  cast  as  follows : 

"He  (Lincoln)  sat  naturally  in  the  chair  when  I  made 
the  cast  and  saw  every  move  I  made  in  a  mirror  opposite, 
as  I  put  the  plaster  on  without  interference  with  his  eye- 
sight or  his  free  breathing  through  his  nostrils.  It  was 
about  an  hour  before  the  mold  was  ready  to  be  removed, 
and  being  all  in  one  piece,  with  both  ears  perfectly  taken, 
it  clung  pretty  hard,  as  the  cheek-bones  were  higher  than 
the  jaws  at  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  He  bent  his  head  low  and 
took  hold  of  the  mold  and  gradually  worked  it  off  without 
breaking  or  injury." 

The  fact  that  there  are  no  eyes  in  the  sockets  and  no 
hair  on  the  front  part  of  the  scalp  has  led  people  to  call 
this  cast  a  death  mask. 

The  Head 

According  to  Mr.  Volk,  Lincoln's  hair  was  very  long 
at  the  time  of  the  sitting  and  Mr.  Lincoln  suggested  that 
he  should  have  his  hair  cut  before  Mr.  Volk  made  any 
sketches,  but  he  was  discouraged  by  the  sculptor  with 
the  result  that  the  idealized  head  that  Volk  made  from 
the  mask  reveals  a  luxurious  growth  of  hair. 

This  study  which  shows  Lincoln's  face  with  eyes  in 
natural  form  and  a  heavy  shock  of  hair,  because  of  the 
peculiar  form  of  the  mold  which  is  minus  neck  and  back 
cf  head,  has  often  been  called  a  life  mask  in  contrast  with 
the  real  life  mask. 


This  bronze  doth  keep  the  very  form  and  mold 
Of  our  great  martyr's  face.   Yes,  this  is  he; 
That  brow  all  wisdom,  all  benignity; 
That  human,  humorous  mouth;  those  cheeks 

that  hold 
Like  some  harsh  landscape  all  the  summer's 
gold; 
That  spirit  fit  for  sorrow,  as  the  sea 
For  storms  to  beat  on;  the  lone  agony 
Those  silent,  patient  lips  too  well  foretold. 
Yes,  thi3  is  he  who  ruled  a  world  of  men 
As  might  some  prophet  of  the  elder  day — 
Brooding  above  the  temp«st  and  the  fray 
With  deep-eyed  thought  and  more  than  mortal 
ken. 
A  power  was  his  beyond  the  touch  of  art 
Or  armed  strength — his   pure  and  mighty 
heart.  — Richard  Watson  Gilder. 


The  Short  Bust 

The  next  step  in  the  evolution  of  Volk's  Lincoln  was  the 
completion  of  the  head  and  neck  all  done  from  actual 
measurements.  This  study  has  become  the  most  popular 
of  all  of  Volk's  works  and  replicas  have  been  made  by  the 
hundreds.  All  in  all  it  is  the  most  artistic  and  satisfy- 
ing piece  of  Lincoln  plastic  portraiture  available. 
The  Full  Bust 
During  the  many  visits  of 
Lincoln  to  the  Volk  studio  the 
sculptor  had  an  occasion  to 
make  other  casts  and  measure- 
ments of  importance  which 
would  allow  him  to  produce  an 
authentic  full  bust  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln. 

He  tells  about  having  Mr. 
Lincoln  strip  to  the  waist  so 
that  he  might  make  some  ac- 
tual studies  of  his  neck, 
shoulders,  and  chest. 

From  these  careful  observa- 
tions, measurements,  and  plas- 
tic work  he  was  able  to  produce 
the  full  bust.  Possibly  his 
greatest  triumph  occurred  in 
1867  when  he  exhibited  in  the 
Paris  Exposition  this  bust 
made  in  statuary  marble. 


The  Right  Hand 

Volk  was  in  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, the  day  that  Lincoln  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency  and  on  the  following 
Sunday  morning,  May  21,  1860,  he  made  the  casts  of  Lin- 
coln's hands.  The  afternoon  and  evening  before,  the  new 
presidential  nominee  had  shaken  hands  with  thousands 
of  people  so  that  his  right  hand  was  somewhat  swollen 
when  the  sculptor  made  the  mask. 

Volk  suggested  that  Lincoln  hold  something  in  his  hand 
whereupon  Lincoln  went  to  the  wood  shed  and  cut  a 
piece  off  of  a  broom  stick.  Lincoln  started  to  smooth  off 
the  edges  whereupon  Volk  advised  him  that  he  need  not 
bother  to  do  that.  Lincoln  replied,  "I  thought  I  would  like 
to  have  it  nice." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Volk  did  not  make  a  cast 
of  the  right  hand  in  its  normal  state. 

The  Left  Hand 

Lincoln  students  seem  to  prefer  the  left  hand  of  Lincoln 
as  a  model  because  it  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  actual 
size  and  shape  in  its  natural  form.  While  Volk  was  pre- 
paring the  piaster  for  the  cast  of  the  left  hand  Lincoln 
said: 

"You  have  heard  that  they  call  me  a  railsplitter,  and 
you  saw  them  carrying  rails  in  the  procession  Saturday 
evening.  Well,  it  is  true  that  I  did  split  rails,  and  one 
day  while  I  was  sharpening  a  wedge  on  a  log,  the  axe 
glanced  and  nearly  took  my  thumb  off,  and  there  is  the 
scar,  you  see." 

The  Statue 

Starting  with  the  mask  of  Lincoln  and  then  making 
other  important  studies  the  climax  of  his  work  came  in 
his  heroic  statue  of  the  President  which  he  completed  in 
1876. 

Although  this  work  is  in  plaster  its  position  in  the 
west  corridor  on  the  seond  floor  of  the  state  house  in 
Springfield  makes  it  appear  to  advantage.  It  is  the 
bearded  Lincoln  of  the  administration  days  and  is  said  to 
have  influenced  the  famous  St.  Gauden's  work. 

An  heroic  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  by  Volk  was  dedi- 
cated at  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1892. 
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April  29,  1935 


Mrs.  Gathering  T.  Vinton 

Librarian 

Fryeburg,  Main* 

Lear  Madam t 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  the  bulletin  to 
which  you  refer  In  your  letter  and  which  I  regret  is 
not  given  over  to  a  discussion  of  the  work  of  Douglas 
Volk,  but  merely  recalled  by  his  death. 

He  are  pleased  to  learn  that  your  library  has 
received  from  hlra  many  Lincoln  souvenirs  and  we  would 
like  very  much  to  learn  whether  or  not  his  father's 
manuscripts  were  Included  in  the  gift  to  the  library. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  place  the  name  of 
your  library  on  our  mailing  list  to  receive  our 
bulletin  Lincoln  Lore,  which  is  sent  gratis  to  libraries 
interosted  in  Lincoln  data. 

Very  truly  y  urs, 


Director 
LAW:SB  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

$nc.  1 


May  3,  UBS 


ttre.  Catherine  7.  Tint on 

Librarian 

Fryeburg,  Maine 

My  dear  Madams 

We  ware  advised  at  the  time  of  hit  death  that 
Bougies  Volk  was  wording  on  a  new  Lincoln  picture. 

We  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  learn 
something  of  the  subject  which  he  wae  developing 
and  whether  or  not  the  painting  was  far  enough 
completed  so  it  will  be  made  available. 

Furthermore,  you  might  know  whether  or  not 
there  will  be  items  disposed  of  by  the  estate,  or 
whether  your  library  at  Fryeburg  expects  to  receive 
the  Douglas  Voir  data  as  a  gift  to  the  library. 

Of  course  we  are  very  much  Interested  in 
what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  Douglas  Yolk* s 
possessions. 

Very  truly  y ours. 


Director 
LAJftBB  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


"FRYEBURG  WOMAN'S  L.BRARY  CLUB  ■  FRYEBURG.    MA.NE 

June  ^,  19^55. 

Louis  A  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Poundiion, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 

My  dear  Mr.  Warren, 

The  Pryeburg  woman's  Library  ulub  would  be 
very  much  pleased  to  receive  your  bulletin  Lincoln 
Lore. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  3,  I  have  been 
able  to  find  out  that  Douglas  Volk's  son  G-erome 
Volk,  Center  Loveli,  Maine,  has  been  appointed 
administrator  of  his  father's  estate.  The  Pryeburg 
Library  does  not  possess  the  Leonard  Volk  letters 
you  spoke  of.  We  do  have  casts  of  Lincoln's  head 
and  hand,  and  the  chair  in  which  Lincoln  sat  and 
posed.  We  do  not  expect  to  receive  any  further 
gifts.  The  portrait  on  which  Douglas  Volk  was 
working  at  the  time  of  his  death  is  unfinished  but 
I  understand  there  are  other  items  which  might  be 
of  Interest  to  you  and  which  you  could  learn  more 
about  by  writing  to  G-eroae  Volk  direct. 


Very  truly  yours, 
Librariaaa. 


June  11,  1935 


Miss  Catherine  F.  Vinton 
Fryeburg  .'.Oman's  library  Club 
Fryeburg,  Maine 

Dear  Miss  Vinton: 

We  would  be  very  happy  indeed  to  place 
the  name  of  your  library  on  our  mailing  list  to  receive 
Lincoln  .bore.       Thank  you  very  much  for  the  information 
which  you  have  sent  us  relative  to  the  relation  of  Mr. 
Douglas  Volk  and  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing  to 
Mr.  Qerome  Volk  direct. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
iAW:AAM  Lincoln  Bationai  i>lfe  Foundation 


June  11,  1935 


Mr.  Ger  oae  Voik 
Center  Lovell,  Maine 

My  dear  Mr.  Voik: 


admarer  of  Douglas  Volt's  work  and  we  are  wonder iL^utt 
to  retain  the*  or  dispose  of  thea. 

^'^  ri       ,  We  uodersta^  that  Mr.  Voik  was  workinc 

on  a  i-xncoin  portrait  at  the  tiae  of  hie  death.  S  scT 
couia  you  tell  us  what  the  subject  is,  whether  or  not  It 
is  near  enough  complete  to  be  arailable.      a£  SfaltL 

of  Ue«s  relating  to  Lincoln  .Ul  be  of  great  interest  to 
Very  truly  yours, 


"W.-AAM  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation^00*0* 
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MAINE 


July  18,  1935 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Your  recent  letter  of  June  11  in  regard  to  my  father's 
work  has  been  received.  I  regret  to  say  that  my  father  left  no  Lincoln 
paintings  except  for  a  bare  possibility  of  obtaining  one  that  was  given  as 
gift  to  a  friend  of  his  that  I  might  obtain  for  you.  When  I  receive  definite 
information  I  will  forward  a  photograph. 

We  have  in  our  collection  two  or  three  photographs  of 
Lincoln  colored  by  my  father  which  are  very  fine  and  if  you  are  interested 
I  will  send  these  on  to  you  for  your  approval  and  offer.  I  also  have  the 
original  bust  modled  by  my  grandfather  L.  W.  ?olk.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
although  it  is  very  badly  cracked,  it  could  be  repaired  under  expert  care. 
And  too,  I  have  a  very  small  photograph  2x3  of  my  grandfather  modeling  this 
bust  which  is  very  distinct^ncluding  the  chair  that  Lincoln  sat  in  while 
posing. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  we  have  an  original 
life  mask  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  a  relative  of  my  father,  which  we  would 
be  glad  to  dispose  of  if  it  would  be  of  any  value  to  you  or  perhaps  you 
may  know  of  someone  you  think  might  like  it.  In  this  collection  there  is 
also  a  "Douglas  piano"  and  a  photograph  of  Douglas,  16  x  18  taken  directly 
after  his  nomination  for  presidency  by  my  grandfather  and  which  I  believe 
is  the  only  one  now  in  existence. 

I  appreciate  very  much  your  interest  in  this  matter 
and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  sale  of  anything  will  be  not  for  profit  but 
merely  to  settle  up  the  indebtedness  of  father's  estate,  so  I  would  like 
you  to  quote  your  valuation  on  these  articles. 


Very  truly  yours, 

Gerome  D.  Volk 
Administrator  of  Estate 


July  25,  1935 


Mr.  Gerome  D. 
Hewnoaks 
Canter  Lovell 


Volk 


aino 


My  dear  Mr.Volkj 

While  I  am  greatly  interested  in  what  you  have 
to  say  in  your  letter  of  July  18  and  am  quite  sure  there 
are  many  things  which  we  would  like  very  much  to  have  in 
our  ooifeam,  I  am  laboring  under  difficulties  caused  by  a 
precedent  established  here  whereby  I  am  not  allowed  to 
appraise  or  price  any  articles.  Of  course,  this  would 
forbid  me  to  make  you  an  offer  for  the  items  which  you 
have. 

If  you  would  be  willing  to  place  a  price  upon 
this  material  and  then  permit  such  items  as  interest  us 
to  be  shipped  to  us  for  pur  approval,  we  would  be  very 
glad  indeed  to  let  you  know  whether  or  not  we  would  care 
to  acquire  them. 

The  Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation  has  the 
largest  collection  of  Lincoln  literature  in  American  and 
7 {ems'  x  on  we  are  always  anxious  to  acquire  items  such  as  you  have 
rjjjs  .listed  in  your  letter-*,.,.  \QST  M,  tvl   rfiIax.azrcc  *o  fires* 


Is  the  ori^-inal  bust  modeled  by  your  grandfather, 
which  you  say  is  in  rather  bad  condition,  what  we  call 
the  short  bust  with  merely  the  head  and  neck  reproduced 
or  is  it  the  full  bust? 

I  am  "wondering  if  there  is  in  your  collection 
any  of  your  grandfather's  correspondence  which 
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August  21.   1926 


Ux.  Geroraa  D.   ''oik 

Hewnoaks 

Center  Lovell,   'teiine 

%  dear  Mr.  Volkt 

I  trust  that  my  letter  of  July  25  in  whloh 
I  wade  further  inquiry  about  the  Lincoln  items  in 
the  possession  of  the  late  Douglas  Volk  was  so 
worded  to  imply  that  we  are  interested  in  the  items 
that  you  have  available. 

We  would  be  very  ^lad  indeed  to  have  you 
submit  to  us  an  itemized  list  of  the  subjects  which 
are  available  with  the  price  of  same  which  will  allow 
us  to  determine  whether  or  not  we  wish  to  acquire  them. 

V%t^   truly  yours, 


LAwjLH  Director 


September  4,  1935 


Mr.  Gerome  D.  Volk 

Hewnoaks 

Center  Lovell,  Maine 

Uy  dear  Mr.  Volk! 

Thank  yon  for  your  letter  with  reference  to  the 
Lincoln  items  and  also  the  notice  about  the  availability 
of  the  Stephen  A.  Douglas  life  mask. 

tfhen  you  list  the  other  material  with  their 
prices  you  also  might  put  this  in  as  it  is  possible  we 
would  like  to  acquire  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWtLH       &  Director 


JUL  29  1936   w 


- 


LincoL 


. 


ition  that  you 

'j  O,     I    Bll(     . 


^X^^Z 


s 


July  31,  1936 


Mr.  W.  D.  Volk 
Center  Lew  all,  Maine 

My  dear  Mr.  Yolk: 

On  June  3,  1935,  I  wrote  to  the  library  at  Center  Lovell, 
Maine,  who  advised  ae  that  the  administrator  of  the  Douglas  Yolk 
estate  was  Gerome  U.  Yolk.   We  isnadiately  wrote  to  Mr.  Gerome 
Yolk  and  he  informed  uo  that  there  might  possibly  he  some  things 
of  interest  in  the  estate  that  we  would  like  to  have  and  named 
an  original  bust  by  Leonard  V.  Yolk  which  he  said  was  very  badly 
cracked,  a  photograph  of  Douglaa  and  the  life  mask  of  Douglas, 
and  possibly  one  or  two  other  thing 

We  wrote  asking  htm  if  he  would  please  list  ail  items 
available  with  the  pricee  and  wo  would  inform  him  whether  or  not 
we  cared  to  acquire  them.   On  August  26,  1933*  ««  &«**  another 
letter  from  him  in  which  he  advised  us  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  make  any  definite  move  in  disposing  of  the  items  of  the  estate. 
Our  last  letter  to  Oerome  Yolk  was  written  on  September  h,   1935* 
to  which  we  have  had  no  reply  and  we  have  not  at  any  time  acquired 
anything  from  Mr.  Yolk. 

We  are  still  interested  in  any  Items  which  you  may  have 
and  if  you  will  list  them  together  with  the  price,  we  will  Inform 
you  at  once  whether  or  not  we  care  to  acquire  than. 


Very  truly  yours 


LMhMM  Director 
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August  28,  1936 


Mr.  W.  B.  Volk 
Center  Iovell,  Maine 

Ify  dear  Mr.  Yolkj 

We  have  just  had  offered  to  us  here  a  ¥olk 
bust  from  one  of  the  original  casts  and  before 
acquiring  it  we  should  like  to  hear  from  you  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  bust  by  Mr*  Volk,  which  you  said 
was  somewhat  damaged,  is  available. 

I  believe  you  were  going  to  make  a  list  for 
■us  of  the  items  in  the  estate  that  we  might  possibly 
acquire  and  if  you  could  do  this  at  your  convenience, 
we  would  appreciate  it  very  much  as  we  do  not  wish  to 
acquire  this  other  bust  until  we  hear  from  you. 

If  there  are  also  any  booklets  or  letters 
which  were  prepared  by  tor*   Volk  with  reference  to  his 
work  on  Lincoln,  of  course  we  would  be  interested  in 
those  also. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  within  the  next  few 
days,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


LaV:LH  Director 


109  Waverly  Place, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

September  ?,  1?56« 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August  28th 
with  reference  to  the  Volk  bust  of  Lincoln.   I  also  wish 
to  thank  you   for  yourformer  letter  in  reply  to  my  letter 
of  some  weeks  ago. 

In  addition  to  the  original  bus  t  by  my  gfcandfather, 
Leonard  W.  Volk,  I  have  a  replica  in  plaster  which  I  myself 
made  from  the  original  and  is  in  excellent  preservation. 
The  original  bust  was  damaged  in  shipment  from  New  York  to 
Maine  but  is  not  beyond  repair  by  any  means  as  in  a  soft 
light  or  a  short  distance  away  it  appears  whole.   The  work 
I  feel  could  not  be  done  in  Maine  and  at  the  present  moment 
I  havent  time  to  undertake  the  work  myself.   If  you  are 
interested  in  the  replica,  which  I  consider  one  of  tny 
earliest  and  best,  having  kept  it  for  myself,  I  would  be 
very  glad  for  you  to  have  it  and  possibly  I  could  dispose 
of  it  for  the  same  price  as  that  offered  by  you  for  the 
one  about  which  you  write.   This  I  would  like  to  know. 

I  have  in  the  estate  the  arriginal  memoirs  of  my 
grandfather,  which  have  never  been  published,  and  contains 
much  concerning  Lincoln  and  Douglas  during  and  following 
Lincoln's  inauguration  and  many  interesting  incidents  of 
the^e  occasions.   I  suppose  you  are  not  interested  in  anything 
concerning  Douglas.   I  have  the  original  life  mask  and 
certain  articles  of  furniture  including  a  beautiful  old 
piano. 

If  you  will  kindly  advise  what  you  can  offer  for 
the  replica,  or  the  original,  I  will  be  glad  to  give  you 
an  immediate  answer  concerning  the  replica  at  least  as 
that  is  my  own  property.   I  am  endeavoring  to  settle  the 
obligations  of   the  estate  by  meeting  them  out  of  my  own 
resources  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  to  retain  all  the 
personal  effects  and  therefore  am  hesitant  of  disposing  of 
snything  just  now  as  it  will  only  revert  to  others. 


The  closing  of  the  estate  has  been  unexpectedly 
delayed  and  at  the  present  moment  I  cannot  say  when 
it  will  be  closed. 

I  have  a  life-sized  portrait  head  in  oils 
of  Lincoln  by  my   father,  the  late  S.  A.  Douglas  Volk, 
which  I  believe  is  copyrighted,  and  I  feel  you  might 
be  interested  in  having  same  but  do  not  know  what 
means  you  have  at  your  disposal  for  acquiring  such  a 
picture. 

The  above  is  a  temporary  address  until  Oct.  1, 
but  rrather  expect  to  return  to  Center  Lovell  where 
the  replica  bust  now  is  either  in  a  week  or  sometime 
this  fall  at  which  time  it  would  be  possible  for  me 
to  pack  and  ship  a  bust.  The  personal  property  of  the 
estate  is  in  storage  and  quite  inaccessible  as  it  is 
in  another  city  and  hence  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  going  over  things  carefully. 

Thanking  you  for  yoar  interest,  I  am, 

Yours  very  truly, 


/hrzC 


^-<^yi 


September  4,  1936 


Mr.  i«  D.  Volk 
109  Waverly  Place 
Hew  York,  Hew  York 

My  dear  Mr.  Volki 

Thank  you  for  replying  so  promptly  to  my 
letter  out  I  was  very  anxious  to  learn  your  reaction 
aa  to  disposal  of  the  old  bust  made  by  your  grand- 
father before  acquiring  one  now  offered  to  me. 

We  labor  under  great  difficulty  here  in  not 
being  allowed  to  make  any  appraisals  or  offers  on 
material  which  is  submitted  for  our  consideration. 

Ms,  however,  I  tri3t  will  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  our  acquiring  some  of  the  items  which  you  have 
mentioned  and  we  would  certtnly  be  interested  In  the 
follow!  Kg* 

The  original  bust  by  Leonard  Volk. 
The  life  mask  ofltouglas.by  Yolk. 
Leonard  Volk* s  memoirs. 

These  are  the  three  items  In  which  we  would 
be  especially  interested  and  if  you  can  come  to  some 
decision  as  to  what  you  may  want  for  them,  we  will 
advise  you  whether  or  not  we  can  acqiiire  them. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAWiLK  Director 


109  Waverly  Place, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


September  12,  ^9^6, 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September 
4,  1956,  relative  to  bust  of  Lincoln  made  by  my 
grandfather,  Leonard  W.  Volk,  also  the  life  mask 
of  Douglas  and  Leonard  Volk' a  memoirs. 

I  am  unable  at  the  present  tine  to  quote 
you  prices  on  the  above  articles.   I  must  ask  that 
you  give  me  a  little  time  and  I  will  try  to  arrive 
at  a  figure  which  will  be  commensurate  with  the 
historical  value  of  these  item3,  at  which  time  I 
ahall  be  glad  to  co  :municate  further  with  you. 


Yours  very  truly 


May  2*,  19*0 

Mr.  V.  D.  Yolk 

109  Vaverly  Place 
lew  York,  H.  Y. 

Wf  dear  Yolk* 

It  la  more  than  thro©  years  ago 
that  I  called  upon  you  with  reference  to  such 
items  about  Lincoln  which  might  be  available 
from  the  estate  of  Douglas  Yolk. 

I  believe  in  your  letter  of  Septem- 
ber 12,  1956.,  you  said  you  would  communicate  with  me 
further  when  you  have  been  able  to  place  a  price 
upon  the  items  you  have  for  sale. 

I  am  wondering  if  these  items  have 
been  disposed  of  end  if  not  we  are  still  in  position 
to  price  them. 

Could  you  tell  me  what  became  of  the 
painting  on  which  Mr.  Yolk  was  working  at  the  time  of 
his  seath.  I  believe  it  was  a  scene  In  which  he  was 
portraying  Leonard  Yolk  making  a  mask  for  Lincoln. 

Bo  you  happen  to  have  a  oomplete  list  of 
the  paintings  which  Douglas  Yolk  mads  with  the  date  on 
which  they  were  completed?  I  anticipate  getting  out  a 
little  bulleton  on  Douglas  Yolk's  work. 

Any  Information  you  may  have  available 
for  me  with  reference  to  his  paintings  I  would  appreciate 
very  much.  I  hope  to  have  thebulletln  ready  by  the  second 
week  In  June. 


Yery  truly  yours, 


LAT:BB  Director 


PHONE  CENTRAL    1627 


CHICAGO    ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELSIE     CDLE 

GENERAL     MANAGER 
ORCHESTRAS   AND    ENTERTAINMENT   OP   ALL  TYPES    FOR    ALL    OCCASIONS 

MEDICAL  &  DENTAL  ARTS  BLDG. 

IBS    NORTH    WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.    ILL. 


April  10   1942 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Ft  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren; 

Thru  friends  in  Ft  Wayne  I  learned  that  you 
were  in  charge  of  t  he,fLincolii  Research"  for  the 
Lincoln  Life  Ins.  Co. 

I  have  a  genuine  marble  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
done  by  Volk  the  American  sculptor,  and  the  only 
one  to  do  Lincoln  from  life.  This  is  a  very  fine 
piece  and  is  purported  to  be  the  one  shown  in 
Paris  is  1867. 

We  have  several  offers  for  this  bust  and  would  like 
to  know  if  you  would  be  interested  in  it  as  we 
anticipate  selling  it  soon. 

The  bust  is  here  in  my  office  and  can  be  seen  any 
time  by  appointment 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  on  the  above  at  an  early 
date,  I  beg  to  remain 


Sincerely 


P.S.  The  Chicago  Art  Institute  have  set  their 
approval  and  declare  this  to  be  genuine. 


A.   F.  or  M.   LICENSE  NO.   468 

Illinois  state  Licensed  and  bonded 

MEMBER    ENTERTAINMENT    MANAGERS    ASSN..    CHICAGO 


April  20,  19^2 


Elsie  Cola 

Chicago  Art  lata  Bureau 
185  North  Vabaah  Aye. 
Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Madam: 

I  am  aure  the  Yolk  buat  vhlch  you  have  la  a  very 
desirable  object  but  ne  are  prohibited  here  from  making 
blda  on  Items  and  If  you  care  to  place  a  price  upon  it  ve 
ulll  let  jrou  know  whether  ve  vlah  to  acquire  It. 

Very  truly  youre, 


IAWiEB  Director 


PHONE  CENTRAL    1627 


CHICAGD    ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELSIE     COLE 

GENERAL    MANAGER 
ORCHESTRAS    AND    ENTERTAINMENT  OF   ALL   TYPE8    FOR    ALL    OCCASIONS 

MEDICAL  &  DENTAL  ARTS  BLDG. 

185    NORTH    WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.    ILL. 

April   22   1942 

Mr  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  Kati'onal  Life 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Mr  Warren; 

Thanks  for  your  letter  regards  the  Volk  bust 
of  Lincoln. 

I  am  having  it  appraised  and  ^'ill  have  the 
information  the  first  of  the  week  and  will 
let  you  know  then  regards  the  price  etc. 

Thanking  you  for  your  interest  and  hoping  we 
can  come  to  terms,  as  I  feel  the  proper  place 
for  the  bust  is  in  a  fine  Lincoln  collection  where 
it  would  be  appreciated. 

You  will  hear  from  me  the  first  of  the  week. 
Sincerely 


VL,  eju. 


CHICAGO  ARTISTS   BURZAU 


E.C:mw 


A.  F.  op  M.  License  No.  468 

Illinois  state  Licensed  and  Bonded 

Member  Entertainment  Managers  Assn..  Chicago 


,Ui'.LA.. .'    !«.; 


PHONE  CENTRAL    1627 


CHfCAGD    ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELSIE     CDLE 

general  manager 

Orchestras  and  entertainment  Op  all  types  for  all  Occasions 

MEDICAL  &  DENTAL  ARTS  BLDG. 

185    NORTH    WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.    ILL. 


April    23   1942 

Mr  Louis  Warren 

Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 

Ft  Wayne,Ind. 

Dear  Mr  Warren; 

Today  I  find  that  the  appraiser  cannot  at  this 
time  give  me  an  appraisal  as  he  is  so  very  "busy 
on  more  important  matters,  and  as  the  Lincoln  bust 
is  important  he  would  like  a  little  time  on  it. 

I  am  planing  on  leaving  the  City,  possibly  for  the 
summer  and  am  wanting  to  make  my  arrangements 
about  the  bust  before  I  leave,  therefore  I  will 
leave  the  appraisal  up  to  you  as  no  doubt  you  know 
as  much  and  mayoe  more  of  things  Lincoln  that  just 
a  general  appraiser. 

May  I  suggest  that  if  possible  you  see  the  bust 
here,  or  if  that  is  not  convenient,  I  -will  gladly 
bring  it  to  Ft.  V.rayne  as  I  do  have  business  there 
and  could  make  the  trip  soon,  possibly  this  coming 
week  if  you  would  be  there,  and  then  we  can  dis- 
cuss price  etc. 

Thanking  you  for  an  early  reply,  I  beg  to  remain 
Sincerely 

O   G 


ffi^.se, 


3.C:mm  CHICAGO   ARTISTS  BufeAU 

The  bust   is   17   in.   high  unci  of  Carara  marble 


A.  F.  op  M.  License  no.  468 

Illinois  state  licensed  and  bonded 

member  Entertainment  Managers   Assn..   Chicago 


;.,]! 


April  2U,  19U2 


Elsie  Cole 

Chicago  Artists  Bureau 
I85  North  Vabaeh  Ave. 
Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Madam: 

Thank  you  for  again  calling  our  attention  to  the 
Lincoln  bust,  hut  the  precedent  established  here~will  not 
allow  us  to  appraise  Lincoln  Items  so  ve  vlll  have  to  valt 
until  an  appraisal  Is  made  In  Chicago. 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  vlll  be  out  of  the  city  all 
next  veek  and  vlll  not  be  here  to  receive  you  even  If  you  could 
come  and  bring  the  bust.  Of  course  the  price  placed  upon  It 
vlll  depend  on  vhether  or  not  ve  are  Interested  In  Its  acquisition. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:E3  Director 


PHONE  CENTRAL    1627 


> 


CHICAGO    ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELSIE     CDLE 

GENLRA.L    MANAGER 
ORCHESTRAS    AND    ENTERTAINMENT   OF    ALL   TYPES    FOR    ALL   OCCASIONS 

MEDICAL  ft   DENTAL  ARTS   BLDG. 

185    NORTH    WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.    ILL. 


April   25   1942 


Mr  Louis  A.  Warren  Dir. 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Ft  Wayne,  lad. 

Dear  Mr  Warren; 

Thanks  for  your  letter  under  date  April  24  th« 

After  due  consideration  of  taxes  and  appraisal 
fees  I  feel  that  the  Lincoln  Bust  should  bring 
a  price  of  |3500. 

The  apprasial  price  would  be  not  less  than  $50. 
and  I  could  only  consider  the  appraisers  price 
for  insurance  or  a  commercial  value,  which  really 
does  not  enter  into  this  particular  object,  as 
it  has  more  value  than  something  just  commer- 
cial, 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  on  the  above  at 
your  earliest  convenience  as  I  may  consign  it 
to  a  dealer,  they  are  interested,  but  I  prefer 
it  in  a  noteworthy  collection,  if  possible* 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  interest,  I  beg  to 
remain 


Sincerely 


E.C:mm  CHICAGO 


A.  F.  op  M.  License  no.  468 

illinois  state  licensed  and  bonded 

Member   Entertainment  Managers  Assn..   Chicago 


April  27,  19te 


Elsie  Cole,  General  Manager 
Chicago  Artiste  Bureau 
185  If.  abash  Avenue, 
Chicago,  111. 

Dear  Madam: 

I  have  your  letter  of  April  25  to  Dr.  Warren 
regarding  the  Lincoln  Bust  which  you  have  available  for  sale, 

We  regret  to  advise  you  that  ve  would  not  be 
interested  in  acquiring  the  bust  due  to  a  limited  budget. 


Yours  very  truly, 


MAC  :MBS  Librarian 

M.A.Cook 


PHONE  CENTRAL    1627 


v/o(k  ^<\^b) 


CHICAGO    ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELStE     CDLE 

GENERAL    MANAGER 
ORCHE8TRAS    AND    ENTERTAINMENT  OF   ALL  TYPES    FOR    ALL   OCCASIONS 

MEDICAL  &  DENTAL  ARTS  BLDG. 

183    NORTH    WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.    ILL. 

April   28   1942 

Mr  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Ft  Wayne,  Tnd. 

"Hear  Mr  Warren; 

Te   regret  that  our  price  on  the  Lincoln  bust 

is  in  excess  of  what  you  sould  be  able  to  cover, 

however,  ftf  you  could  let  us  know  what  your 

budget  is,  we  could  then  let  you  know  if  we 

would  consider  it,  naturally  you  know  the 

price  of  such  a  piece  which  cannot  be  duplicated 

and  naturally  I  want  to  get  all  I  can  for  the 

bust. 

Hoping  to  again  to  hear  from  you  on  the  above, I 

remain 


Sincerely 

I -J/    - 

E.C:mm  G IIIC  Ag6aKT  1 3T     BUREAU 


QJU. 


A.  P.  of  M.  License  No.  468 

illinois  state  licensed  and  bonded 

Member  Entertainment  Managers  Assn..   Chicago 


PHONE   CENTRAL     1627 


CHICAGD     ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELSIE     CDLE 

general  manager 

Orchestras  and  Entertainment  Of  all  Types  For  All  Occasions 

MEDICAL  &  DENTAL  ARTS  BLDG. 

185    NORTH     WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.    ILL 


July  31  1942 

Dr.  Louis  Warren 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Ft  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren; 

Just  a  bit  of  information  for  you  regards  the 
history  of  the  "Paris  Prize  winding  Volk  of 
Lincoln" 

As   I  told  you  before  the  one   I  have   is   supposed 
to  be  the  above — but  when  I  was  at  your  office  you 
read  some  article  which  stated  that   the  original 
prize  winner  was  sold  to  the   Chicago  Historical 
Society  a*id  distroyed  during  the  Chicago  fire. 

I  now  have  additional  information  that  the  one 
the  Historical  Society  had  was  a  Copy  of  the  prize 
winner  and  not  the  original— I  refer  to  the 
following  book  etc.  which  tells  all  about  the  above, 

Read  in 
The  Dictionary  of  American  Biography  Vol.  XIX 
R.E.   920,073  D.    56—19  Schribners  Page  288 
(  R.R.  means  Review  of  Reviews) 

I  am  still  confident  I  have  the     original  Prize 
winder* 

The   information  on   the  aoove   I  got  at  the  Public 
Library  here  where     I  have  ueen  doing  a  little 
research  work  on  the  bust  myself. 

I  do  hope  you  can  get  the  above  volume  and  that 
you  will  let  me  know  what   you  think  of  it,   and   if 
your  opinion  has   changed. 

Hoping  to  hear   from  you  at  an  early  date  andwith 
kindest  regards,   I  uefe  to  remain 


Sincerely 


$«C& 


A.  F.  of  M.  License  No.  468 

Illinois  State  Licensed  and   Bonded 

Memeer   Entertainment  Managers  Assn.,   Chicago 


. 


- 


PHONE  CENTRAL    1627 


CHICAGD    ARTISTS     BUREAU 

ELSIE     COLE 

GENERAL    MANAGER 
ORCHESTRAS    AND    ENTERTAINMENT   OF   ALL    TVF-ES    FOR    ALL    OCCASIONS 

MEDICAL  &  DENTAL  ARTS  BLDG. 

185    NORTH    WABASH    AVENUE 

CHICAGO.   ILL. 


Aug.    12   1842 

Mr  F.R.Risdon 

Los  Angeles,   Calif. 

Dear  Mr  Risdon; 

We  have  a  very  fine  marble  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
purported  to   ue  the   Paris  award  winner  1867   by 
Leonard  Volk. 

The   oust   is  19   in.  high  and  a  very   fine   piece  for 
either  a  private   collection  or  Museum. 

Photo  will   oe   furnished  on  request. 

If  not   personally   interested  we  would   appreciate   it 
if  you  would  pass  the  word  on  to  some    collector 
who  would  be   interested    in  the  purchase  of  this    fine 
piece. 


Sincerely 


^ — -tsf 


<J\-^      ^-V 


q, 


v- 


A.  F.  of  M.  License  No.  4«a 
T^^^""  Illinois  State  Licensed  and   Bondid 

Member  Entertainment  Managers  Assn.,  Cmicaco 
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LEONARD  WELLS  VOLK,  1823-1895 


The  story  of  sculptural  art  in  America,  as  it  relates 
specifically  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  begins  with  the  life  mask 
of  Lincoln,  created  by  Leonard  Volk.  It  is  impossible  to 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  this  study  which  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  cast  of  Lincoln's  bust,  made  at  the  same 
time  of  the  above  study  and  casts  of  Lincoln's  hands  made 
a  few  weeks  later.  The  whole  background  of  the  more  than 
sixty  heroic  bronze  statues  and  countless  busts  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  reach  back  to  Volk's  original  creations. 

Leonard  Wells  Volk  was  born  at  Wellstown,  New  York, 
on  November  7, 1828.  Very  early  in  life  the  boy  determined 
to  become  a  sculptor,  and  as  his  father,  with  whom  he 
worked,  was  a  marble-cutter,  he  received  his  preliminary 
training  at  home.  Leonard  Volk's  first  professional  ven- 
ture was  in  St.  Louis  where  he  opened  a  studio  and  among 
his  first  studies  was  a  bust  of  Henry  Clay.  Young  Volk 
married  in  1852,  a  first  cousin  of  Stephen  A  Douglas.  It 
was  Douglas  who  provided  for  Volk's  art  training  in  Rome. 

Upon  his  return  from  Europe  in  1857  Volk  opened  a 
studio  in  Chicago  on  Clark  Street,  opposite  the  Sherman 
House.  His  first  production  was  a  bust  of  Douglas.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  president  of  the  Academy  of  Design  in 
Chicago,  which  he  helped  to  establish,  thereby  making 
definite  contributions  to  an  appreciation  of  art.  His  last 
work  was  a  bronze  figure  of  General  Shields,  placed  in 
the  National  Hall  of  Statuary  at  Washington. 

It  is  fortunate,  indeed,  that  Volk  has  left  us  some  of  his 
reminiscences  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  especially  with  respect 
to  the  making  of  both  the  mask  and  bust  studies,  as  well  as 
the  occasion  when  the  casts  of  the  hands  were  produced.  As 
early  as  the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  debates,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  promised  Volk  he  would  give  him  a  sitting 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  mask,  but  it  was  not  until  two 
years  later  when  Lincoln  was  in  Chicago,  trying  the  Sand 
Bar  Case,  that  the  promise  was  fulfilled. 

The  Mask 

The  life  mask  (not  a  death  mask)  was  made  in  April, 
1860  on  the  top  floor  of  the  old  Portland  Block,  in  Chicago. 
We  have  Mr.  Volk's  own  words  as  to  the  application  and 
removal  of  the  plaster  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  face  in  these 


"The  drying  of  the  wet  plaster  on  the  face  required 
about  an  hour,  during  which  Lincoln  was  both  patient  and 
merry.  It  was  difficult  to  remove  without  injury,  the  cheek 
bones  being  higher  than  the  jaws  at  the  lobes  of  the  ears. 
He  bent  his  head  and  worked  it  gently  off  with  his  own 
hands.  The  process  made  his  eyes  water,  as  the  plaster 
carried  away  with  it  some  of  the  fine  hair  of  the  temples." 

Mr.  Volk,  later  on,  idealized  the  mask,  showing  Mr. 
Lincoln  with  a  luxurious  growth  of  hair  and  expressive 
eyes,  but  still  retaining  the  same  size  and  form  of  the 
original  mask.  This  study  was  designed  especially  for  a 
wall  piece. 

The  Bust 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  at  the  time  the  mask 
was  made,  Sculptor  Volk  also  made  measurements  of  and 
modeled  Lincoln's  neck,  shoulders  and  chest.  These  studies 
from  life  served  as  sources  for  the  making  of  his  bust  of 
Lincoln  to  be  used  as  a  companion  piece  with  his  bust  of 
Douglas.  Mr.  Volk  also  has  written  about  this  episode  in 
these  words : 

"In  the  final  sitting  Lincoln  removed  his  coat,  waistcoat, 
and  upper  underclothing,  and  stood  without  a  murmur 
for  an  hour  or  more  while  the  sculptor  modeled  his  breast 
and  shoulders." 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  is  in  possession 
of  an  original  letter  written  by  Volk  to  Hennecke  &  Co.,  of 


Milwaukee,  on  March  6, 1890,  in  which  the  sculptor  gives 
some  interesting  information  about  the  disposal  of  this 
first  bust.  He  says,  "In  regard  to  the  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  which  he  gave  me  sittings  in  April  1860,  just 
before  his  first  nomination  for  the  Presidency  which  I  af- 
terwards executed  in  Statuary  Marble  in  this  City  (Chi- 
cago). The  Crosby  Opera  House  Company  purchased  it  at 
one  thousand  dollars  and  allowing  it  to  go  to  the  Paris 
Exposition  of  1867.  Before  its  departure  and  while  in  the 
Crosby  Art  Gallery,  Mrs.  Lincoln,  paying  a  visit  there, 
saw  it  the  first  time,  and  threw  her  arms  around  the  neck 
and  declared  it  the  most  perfect  portrait  of  her  husband 
ever  made.  After  its  return  from  Paris  it  was  purchased 
by  subscription  from  a  few  gentlemen  including  the  late 
Isaac  N.  Arnold  and  presented  to  the  Historical  Society 
and  soon  after  destroyed  in  the  great  conflagration,  to- 
gether with  the  original  draft  of  the  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation fastened  in  the  wall  just  above  it." 

Lincoln  students  have  come  to  know  the  different  bust 
studies  by  Volk  as  the  "short  bust"  including  little  but  the 
head  and  neck;  the  "nude  bust"  showing  in  addition,  Lin- 
coln's shoulders  and  chest  as  moulded  from  life  and  actual 
measurements  made ;  and  the  "draped  bust"  decorated  with 
the  classic  draperies  on  the  shoulders. 

The  Hands 

It  was  not  until  after  the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln to  the  Presidency  that  Volk  conceived  the  idea  of  mak- 
ing casts  of  Lincoln's  hands.  He  went  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  home 
in  Springfield,  Illinois  and  there  on  the  Sunday  after  his 
nomination  for  the  Presidency  made  the  famous  casts.  We 
also  are  fortunate  in  having  Mr.  Volk's  own  words  about 
the  making  of  these  casts : 

"Desiring  that  he  should  hold  something  in  one  of  them, 
the  nominee  for  president  of  the  United  States  went  to  his 
little  woodshed,  took  the  saw,  that  was  used  in  preparing 
the  firewood,  and  cut  off  a  piece  of  broom  handle,  returning 
whittling  its  end  with  a  knife.  While  the  plaster  was  dry- 
ing on  the  hand  clasping  the  bit  of  broomstick  Mr.  Volk 
detected  on  the  thumb  of  the  left  a  scar.  'You  have  heard  me 
called  a  rail  splitter,'  said  Lincoln,  'Well,  one  day  while 
sharpening  a  wedge  on  a  log  the  ax  glanced  off  and  nearly 
took  the  end  of  my  thumb  off.  That's  the  scar.'  " 

The  Statue 

When  Volk  went  to  Springfield  for  the  purpose  of 
making  casts  of  Lincoln's  hands,  he  also  anticipated  as 
early  as  this,  a  life-size  figure  of  the  President.  He  stated 
that  besides  the  casts  of  Lincoln's  hands,  he  took  back  to 
Chicago  the  identical  black  alpaca,  campaign  suit  worn  by 
Lincoln  during  the  debates,  a  pair  of  Lynn,  newly  made, 
pegged  boots  and  four  negatives  made  in  Butler's  photog- 
raphy gallery  at  Springfield.  According  to  Volk  "the  views 
were  front,  rear,  and  two  flanks."  Later  on  all  of  these 
personal  items,  except  the  casts  of  Lincoln's  hands,  were 
lost  in  the  Chicago  fire. 

There  are  at  least  three  different  full  length  studies 
by  Volk,  each  of  which  the  Foundation  is  pleased  to 
possess  in  statuette  size.  One  of  these  is  of  special  interest 
as  it  incorporates  all  of  Volk's  original  studies,  even  in- 
cluding the  hands  cast  at  Springfield  with  the  right  one 
grasping  a  stick.  The  first  heroic  statue  of  Lincoln  by 
Volk  was  completed  in  1876  and  placed  in  the  State  House 
at  Springfield.  A  heroic  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  was  ex- 
ecuted for  the  city  of  Rochester,  New  York  in  1890. 

Note:  This  is  the  ninth  of  a  series  of  biographical  sketches  on  the  ten 
persons  selected  by  the  Foundation  Advisory  Group  for  enrollment 
on  the  Lincoln  Recognition  Roster. 


flARE-BQ.OKS  HISTORICAL   ITEMS 


FOSTER   CANNON 

108  WEST  WELLS  STREET 

(ROOM    215) 

MILWAUKEE  3.  WIS. 


September  5,  1945, 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne  1,  Indiana. 


Gentlemen: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  ad  in  the  September 
issue  of  Hobbies. 

I  have  two  fine  Lincoln  items  in  which  you  may 
be  interested.   The  first  is  a  white  plaster-of-paris 
bust  of  Lincoln,  about  twenty-two  inches  high.  The 
sculptor  is  Geo.  J.  Miller,  and  the  place  and  date  of 
issue  is  Buffalo,  June  1865,  It  is  in  very  fine  original 
condition,  although  a  little  soiled.   Lincoln  is  dis- 
played here  with  a  beard,  and  wearing  a  mantle  with  stars 
and  stripes  thereon. 

The  other  Lincoln  bust  is  also  plaster,  but 
stands  on  a  pedestal.  The  bust  itself  is  about  thirty- 
two  inches  high,  and  the  pedestal  about  thirty-eight 
inches.  The  former  has  been  painted  bronze,  and  the  latter 
black.  It  is  modeled  after  L,  W.  Yolk,  and  was  published 
by  C.  Hennecks  &  Co.,  Milwaukee.  Although  this  was 
issued  once  a  year  for  a  number  of  years  by  the  above 
company,  this  appears  to  be  one  of  the  early  issues. 
There  are  a  few  tiny  chips  out  of  the  base  and  back  of 
the  figure,  and  one  finger-nail  size  piece  out  of  the 
hair,  which  has  been  painted  over  so  as  to  be  scarcely 
diecernible. 

I  have  a  price  of  $50.00  on  the  former,  and 
$45.00  on  the  latter.  These  prices  do  not  include 
shipping  -  in  fact  shipment  would  have  to  be  made  at  the 
purchaser's  own  risk. 

If  you  are  interested  in  either  or  both  of 
these  items,  I  would  be  pleased  to  display  them  here  at 
my  shop  (  which  is  open  temporarily  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons)  or  have  them 
prepared  for  shipment  at  your  instructions. 

Yours  very  truly, 


September  Ik,   19^5 


Mr.  Foster  Cannon 
108  Veet  We 11a  St. 
Boom  215 
Milwaukee ,  3,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Mr.  Cannon: 

I  feel  quite  sure  that  ve  have  copies  of  both  of 
the  Items  which  you  mention  in  your  letter  of  September  5» 

1  am  quite  familiar  with  the  Hennecke  Yolk  studies 
and,  while  we  are  interested  in  securing  one  of  the  early 
I  Imagine  that  yours  is  of  the  later  or  more  common  issue. 

If  you  will  give  me  the  measurement  across  the 
shoulders  from  point  to  point,  I  believe  I  ce>:  more  definitely 
identify  it. 

Tou  might  also  give  me  the  measurements  on  the  Miller 
bust,  although  I  feel  that  we  have  one  similar  to  the  one 
you  mention. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAW  1KB  Director 
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FOSTER   CANNON 

108  WEST  WELLS  STREET 

(ROOM   215) 

MILWAUKEE  3.  WIS. 


September  15,  1945, 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 

Attention:  Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren. 

Gentlemen: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  September  14th.,  I 
wish  to  giv9  the  following  information  as  requested  by 
you. 

I  assume  that  when  you  ask  for  the  measurement 
across  the  shoulders  from  point  to  point,  you  mean  at 
the  widest  point  of  the  status.  These  are  the  measure- 
ments that  I  am  giving  below. 

(1)   The  measurements'  at  the  widest  point  of 
the  Hennecke  Yolk  "Lincoln"  is  approx- 
imately 33jn. 

(3)   The  measurement  at  the  widest  point  of 
the  Miller  "Lincoln"  is  approximately 
14  5/8". 

The  reason  I  mentioned  that  I  thought  this  was 
one  of  the  early  issues  of  the  Hennecke  Volk  "Lincoln" 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  larger  Lincoln  col- 
lectors of  this  city  made  this  statement. 

If  you  have  any  special  Lincoln  wants  will 
you  kindly  advise  me  what  they  are  so  I  may  be  able  to 
off9r  them  to  you  if  and  when  I  happen  onto  the  same? 

Yours  very  truly, 

P.S.  I  might  also  add  that  the  measurements 
given  above  were  made  with  a  straight  ruler,  not  with 
a  tape  measure.  In  other  words,  I  measured  straight 
across  at  the  widest  point,  in  each  case. 
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ANOTHER  ADDITION  TO  LINCOLNIANA 

Henry  C.  Roberts,  the  owner,  shows  Danny  Sasso  a  hitherto  undisclosed  bust  and  life  mask 
(on  table)  of  Abraham  Lincoln  made  in  Chicago  in  1860  before  Lincoln's  nomination  for 
the    Presidency.     The    sculptor   was   Leonard   W.   Volk 
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BUSTS  OF  LINCOLN  BY  VOLK  CREATED  IN   1860 


The  substance  of  Lincoln  feature  articles  which  ap- 
pear in  the  daily  press  is  usually  reflected  in  the 
contents  of  the  correspondence  which  comes  to  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation.  Any  item  which 
calls  attention  to  some  supposed  Lincoln  rarity,  with  a 
monetary  value  estimated  at  a  considerable  sum,  is 
bound  to  result  in  treasure  hunts  in  dusty  attics  for 
similar  pieces. 

The  New  York  Times  for  March  6,  1949  called  at- 
tention to  a  Volk  bust  of  Lincoln  valued  by  the  owner 
at  $50,000.  This  exceedingly  high  appraisal  is  incentive 
enough  to  bring  out  of  hiding  for  observation  and 
valuation,  scores  of  discarded  pieces  of  old  statuary 
made  by  the  famous  artist  Volk,  and  busts  of  Lincoln 
made  by  any  other  sculptor  as  well.  Inquiries  are 
already  reaching  the  Foundation  about  the  valuation 
of  Lincoln  statuary  and  a  letter  now  before  the  editor 
of  Lincoln  Lore  states,  "I  believe  I  have  a  duplicate  of 
this  bust,  insured  for  $50,000  by  its  owner.  ...  I  am 
taking  the  liberty  of  writing  you  for  any  advice  as  to 
whom  to  contact  for  selling  same?" 

Just  what  evidence  was  used  by  the  owner  of  the 
bust  mentioned  in  the  Times  to  arrive  at  the  valuation 
of  $50,000  is  problematical  inasmuch  as  he  admitted 
that  he  had  paid  but  $5.00  for  it  originally.  The  bust  is 
described  as  "a  beardless  plaster  bust  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln done  in  1860.  .  .  .  Imprinted  on  the  bust  is  the  name 
of  the  sculptor  Leonard  W.  Volk." 

A  statuary  company  in  Boston  advertised  in  1909 
replicas  of  the  Volk  smooth  face  Lincoln,  14  inches  high 
at  $2.00.  A  Chicago  firm  more  than  twenty  years  ago 
offered  one  24  inches  high  for  $6.50.  It  is  difficult  to 
visualize  a  plaster  bust  of  Lincoln  by  Volk  in  any  design 
now  bringing  over  $50,  to  say  nothing  of  $50,000. 

A  story  of  the  evolution  of  Volk's  works  on  Lincoln, 
from  the  original  life  mask  made  in  1860  to  the  variant 
studies  of  the  full-length  figures  and  contemporary 
replicas,  would  "fill  a  book."  Even  confining  the  data  to 
a  compilation  of  the  many  different  models  would  take 
more  space  than  this  bulletin  allows.  Just  a  brief  identi- 
fication of  nude  beardless  busts  made  as  early  as  1860 
will  be  attempted. 

Heroic  Size  Nude  Bust 

Volk's  application  for  a  patent  on  the  life  size  nude 
bust  originating  with  the  mask,  reached  Washington  on 
May  17,  1860,  the  day  before  Lincoln  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency.  The  application  was  accompanied  by  a 
picture  of  the  bust  which  picture  was  signed  by  Volk 
and  witnessed  by  Hiram  Joy  and  John  Vanannan.  The 
application  was  numbered  1250  and  captioned  "Leonard 
W.  Volk  Design  for  a  Bust  of  A.  Lincoln."  Attached  to 
the  picture  was  a  statement  entitled  "Specification  form- 
ing part  of  Design  No.  1250,  dated  June  12,  1860,"  the 
day  on  which  the  patent  was  issued.  The  statement 
follows : 

"To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

"Be  it  known  that  I,  Leonard  W.  Volk,  of  the  city 
of  Chicago,  in  the  county  of  Cook  and  State  of  Illinois, 
have  made  or  produced  a  new  and  original  Design  in 
Round  Relief  of  a  Bust  Representing  Hon.  Abraham 
Lincoln,  of  Illinois;  and  I  do  hereby  declare  that  the 
following  is  a  full  and  exact  description  of  the  same. 

"A  'Hermes'  bust,  viz.,  head,  shoulders,  and  breast  cut 
off  below  the  pectoral  muscles  and  without  drapery  or 
covering  of  any  kind,  the  head  slightly  elevated  and 
turned  to  the  right. 


"What  I  claim  as  my  production,  and  desire  to  secure 
by  Letters  Patent,  is — 

"The  design  for  a  bust  as  above  described,  and  repre- 
sented in  the  accompanying  print. 

LEONARD  W.  VOLK. 
Witnesses: 

Isaac  D.  Arnold, 

E.  B.  McCagg." 

The  photograph  of  the  bust  which  was  made  a  part 
of  the  description  of  the  patent  issued,  definitely  places 
the  completion  of  this  bust  several  days  before  the 
application  was  received  in  Washington  on  May  17, 
1860.  The  picture  reveals  that  a  card  had  been  attached 
to  the  right  side  of  the  bust  for  photographic  purposes 
bearing  this  inscription  "L.  W.  Volk,  Sc.  1860."  Whether 
or  not  the  bust  was  actually  inscribed  at  this  time  is 
problematical.  Obviously  it  could  not  have  carried  the 
patent  date  which  was  not  known  until  the  patent  was 
granted  nearly  two  months  later. 

This  heroic  nude  bust  measured  15  inches  from  the 
base  of  the  bust  to  the  point  of  the  chin  and  10  inches 
from  the  chin  to  the  top  of  the  head  or  25  inches  overall. 
After  the  patent  was  granted  the  date  "Patented  June 
12,  1860"  was  imprinted  on  the  right  side  of  the  bust 
and  the  inscription  "L.  W.  Volk,  Sculptor,  1860"  was 
inscribed  on  the  left  side.  This  is  the  same  design  that 
was  placed  in  a  niche  in  the  church  at  Hingham,  Eng- 
land and  dedicated  on  October  15,  1919. 

Cabinet  Size  Nude  Bust 
The  second  stage  of  the  nude  Volk  Bust  was  a  cabinet 
size  replica  study.  Apparently  one  of  the  earliest,  if 
not  the  first  one,  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Mr.  Volk  was  in  Springfield,  Illinois  the  day  the  Presi- 
dent was  nominated  on  May  18,  1860,  and  recorded  this 
incident  about  his  visit  to  the  Lincoln  home  on  that  day: 
"I  gave  her  (Mrs.  Lincoln)  a  cabinet-size  bust  of  her 
husband  which  I  had  moulded  from  the  large  one."  This 
statement  while  giving  primacy  to  the  heroic  copy  does 
indicate  that  this  cabinet  size  bust  also  preceded  the 
patent.  This  smaller  bust,  of  course,  would  also  be  lack- 
ing a  patent  date.  Members  of  the  Lincoln  family  are 
not  informed  as  to  what  became  of  this  presentation 
copy.  Mr.  Wilfred  Thomas  now  has  in  his  possession  a 
copy  of  the  cabinet  size  nude  bust  which  he  exhibited  at 
the  New  York  State  Library  at  Albany  in  1947.  This  bust 
however  has  the  patent  date  inscribed  upon  it  which 
would  place  it  later  than  June  14,  1860. 

Composite  Busts 

Leonard  Volk's  patent  had  not  been  issued  a  month 
before  he  discovered  that  it  was  being  infringed  upon 
by  a  vendor  who  was  selling  busts  made  by  Volk's  Lin- 
coln head  imposed  on  the  shoulders  and  chest  of  Henry 
Clay.  Volk  immediately  followed  the  vendor  to  his  shop 
and  with  a  mallet  not  only  broke  the  newly  made  busts 
in  stock  but  also  the  mold  that  was  being  used.  Volk  was 
brought  before  a  magistrate  and  fined  six  and  one- 
quarter  cents  for  the  use  of  the  mallet.  The  Boston 
Morning  Journal  for  July  4,  1861  printed  a  detailed  story 
of  the  incident  copied  from  the  Crayon.  How  many  of 
these  composite  busts  were  distributed  before  Mr.  Volk 
began  using  the  mallet  is  not  known. 

Later  copies  of  the  nude  busts  of  1860  were  cut  in 
marble  and  cast  in  bronze,  but  these  later  studies  can  in 
no  way  be  confused  with  the  plaster  copy  recently  dis- 
covered in  New  York  on  which  a  fabulous  appraisal  has 
been  placed. 


9  Adams  Street 
Auburn,  New  York 
Oct.,  23nd,  1950 

Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  please  find  photo  of  a  plaster  bust  of  Lincoln 
whick  I  recently  acquired  for  my  Americana  collection. 

The  bust  is  heroic  in  size  and  on  its  left  shoulder  is  marked: 

L.  W.  Volk 

Sculptor 

1860 

On  its  right  shoulder  is  marked: 

Patent 
June  12,  1860 

The  early  date  of  patent  creats  a  special  interest  to 
me  and  I  will  appreciate  any  information  you  are  able  to  give 
me  regarding  this  particular  bust. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Kenneth  N.  E.  Wright 


• 


. 


Octdber  27,  1950 


Mr.  Kenneth  N.  E.  Wright 
9  Adams  Street 
Auburn,  3ew  York 

My  dear  Mr,  Wright: 

Attached  to  this  letter  you  will  please  find  a  bulleuin 
vhich  will  give  grata  aowe  information  on  the  bust  of  Lincoln  which 
you  have.  We  have  one  sirailiar  to  it  here  in  our  Foundation  col- 
lection. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
IAWjJK 
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Times  photo  by  William  A.   Oatcs  Jr. 

A  FLAG,  A  BOY,  A  TRADITION— Seven-year-old  Mark  D.  Duncan,  1506  Laurel  St.,  pauses 
for  a  moment  of  silent  tribute  to  the  humble  Kentuclcian  whose  love  of  freedom  and  fight  for 
principle  made  him  an  American  tradition.  The  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  stands  in  the  hall  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  School  No.  18,  1001  Palmer  St.,  where  Mark  is  a  third-grade  pupil.  The  oc- 
casion, of  course,   is  Mr.  Lincoln's  birthday  today. 


J>r.  Louis  A.  Warren 


November  17,   1955 
Dear  Dr.  Warren: 
«!*«  CMcaao  Historical  Society  owns  a  bronze  toust 

^acquired  from  tne  family.     I  know  of  no  others 
except  the  ones  you  mention. 

Sincerely  yours, 

H.  Maxson  Holloway 
Assistant  Director  •  ■ 


V 


Dr.   Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  ^ationai  Life  foundation 

■Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 


©sar  Dr.  Warrant 

The  Wyles  hae  only  the  Volk  bust  with  the  robe. 
We  can't  be  sure  whether  this  is  metal  or  plaster. 
Toy  have  seen  lots  of  these.  Do  you  know  which  it 
1st  When  tapped  it  rings  like  metal  but  in  places 
it  is  chipped  like  plaster*  Could  it  be  a  combination 
of  metal  and  plaster?  It  could  be  the  bare  chested 
metal  bust  with  a  plaster  robe  draped  over  it. 

Of  course  you  know  the  little  cabinet   size 
¥olk  Lincoln  bas-relief.     Charles  Ray,  editor  of 
teh  Chicago  Tribune  had  one  given  him  by  Volk. 
Ray's  daughter  gave  this  to  Huntington  Librqry. 
Do  you  know  of  any  othera.     They  were  advertized 
in  the  paper  for  sale   just  before   the  convention. 


$-.  %0^o.J 


Dr 


£ouia  A.  Varrea 


Bear  Dr.  warrens 

In  reply  to  your  (  uery:  the  Henry  E.  Huntingto] 
Library  and  Art  Gallery  in  San  Marino,  California 
possesses  a  life-size  bronze  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  modelled  f re  m  life  in  Chicago  in  i860 
by  Leonard  Wells  Volk  (l828-£895) . 


Very  vtruly  yoi 


^3^8lelt*^  ^-^— 


William  A.  Parish 
Acting  Curator  of  Art 
Henry  E.  Huntington  Library  and 
Art  Gallery 


LINCOLN     LORE 


LL/YXt 


SCULPTURAL  STUDIES  OF  LINCOLN  BY  VOLK 
1.   Life  Mask 


Editors  note :  Subsequent  issues  of  Lincoln  Lore  will  carry  in 
chronological  sequence  illustrations  and  information  concerning  the 
many   sculptural    studies   of    Lincoln    by   Volk. 

The  sculptural  studies  of  Leonard  W.  Volk  have  con- 
tributed more  to  an  understanding  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
physical  characteristics  than  any  other  medium  save 
that  of  photography. 

Volk  began  his  work  on  a  mask  of  Lincoln  as  early 
as  March  1860,  while  the  Illinois  lawyer  was  in  Chicago 
appearing  as  a  counsel  for  the  defense  in  the  United 
States  Court  case  Johnson  v  Jones  and  Marsh  (Sand 
Bar  Case). 

Stephen  A.  Douglas,  with  whom  Lincoln  had  debated 
in  the  celebrated  Senatorial  Campaign  of  1858  was  one 
of  Volk's  first  prominent  subjects.  The  sculptor  spent 
most  of  the  winter  of  1859  in  Washington  working  on 
the  Douglas  portrait. 

Volk's  wife  was  a  cousin  of  Douglas  and  the  Senator 
helped  to  finance  a  trip  for  the  sculptor  who  travelled  to 
Italy  for  art  study  in  1855.  Volk  returned  to  Chicago 
in  1857.  Upon  the  opening  of  his  walk-up  studio  in  the 
Portland  Block  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  building  opposite 
the  Sherman  House  on  Clark  Street,  Volk  was  eager  to 
do  another  notable  bust  or  statue. 

Lincoln  had  promised  to  sit  for  Volk  when  the  two 
men  met  in  1858  and  now  that  Lincoln  was  in  the  local 
news  in  connection  with  the  Sand  Bar  Case  it  seemed 
a  most  opportune  time  for  the  sculptor  to  remind  the 
lawyer  of  his  promise.  Contacting  Lincoln  in  the  United 
States  District  Court-room  Lincoln  agreed  to  visit  the 
studio. 

According  to  the  sculptor  the  Lincoln  life  mask  was 
made  on  Saturday,  March  31,  1860:  "He  sat  naturally 
in  the  chair  when  I  made  the  cast  and  saw  every  move 
I  made  in  a  mirror  opposite,  as  I  put  the  plaster  on 
without  interference  with  his  eyesight  or  his  free  breath- 
ing through  the  nostrils.  It  was  about  an  hour  before 
the  mold  was  ready  to  be  removed,  and  being  all  in  one 
piece,  with  both  ears  perfectly  taken,  it  clung  pretty 
hard,  as  the  cheekbones  were  higher  than  the  jaws  at 
the  lobe  of  the  ear.  He  bent  his  head  low  and  took  hold 
of  the  mold  and  gradually  worked  it  off  without  breaking 
or  injury.  It  hurt  a  little,  as  a  few  hairs  of  the  tender 
temples  pulled  out  with  the  plaster  and  made  the  eyes 
water  ..." 

It  was  "a  process  that  was  anything  but  agreeable" 
Lincoln  afterwards  related  to  Thomas  D.  Jones  who  was 
commissioned  to  make  a  bust  of  the  President  shortly 
after  the  election.  Perhaps  the  most  trying  ordeal  was 
breathing  through  the  quills  which  were  stuck  through 
the  plaster  and  into  the  nose. 

The  plaster  mold  which  actually  came  in  contact  with 
Lincoln's  face  might  be  termed  a  negative.  The  masks 
which  were  molded  from  the  negative  plaster  mold  may 


LIFE  MASK  OF   LINCOLN  BY  VOLK 

Note  division  lines  made  by  foundry  mold  for  bronze 
casting.  The  original  mask  is  not  marked  with  lines 
being  all  in  one  piece. 


be  designated  as  positives.  Apparently  the  original 
plaster  negative  is  not  extant  as  no  mention  of  its  ex- 
istence has  been  discovered  after  an  exhaustive  study. 
It  is  believed  that  "several  association  items"  which 
Volk  had  in  Chicago  were  destroyed  in  the  great  fire 
of  1871. 

As  the  mask  presents  a  rather  stark  appearance  with- 
out eyes  or  hair  many  people  have  mistaken  it  for  a 
death  mask.  Yet  despite  its  death-like  appearance 
(which  is  typical  of  all  life  studies)  the  Volk  mask  is  a 
great  foundation  portrait  for  a  series  of  heads,  busts, 
statuettes  and  statues  which  depict  Lincoln  as  a  vigor- 
ous and  statesmanlike  characters  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  See  Lincoln  Lore  Number  241,  November  20, 
1933  "Volk's  Plastic  Portraits  of  Lincoln." 


BARNEY  D— (Continued) 

sky;   the  brilliant  southern  stars  paled;   it  was  almost 
dawn. 

"Suddenly  a  faint  sound  was  heard,  as  of  a  shout 
away  to  the  east.  The  excitement  became  electric.  Men 
rushed  from  their  tents,  half-dressed,  and  gathered  in 
anxious  groups.  The  officers  were  hardly  less  excited, 
and  mingled  with  them.  Then  in  rapid  succession  were 
heard  challenge  and  reply  as  the  advancing  party  passed 
sentry  after  sentry,  then  the  tramp  and  splash  of  hoofs 
and,  at  last,  burst  into  view  the  long  looked-for  mes- 
senger, covered  with  mud  from  head  to  foot,  wan  and 
worn  out,  his  horse  panting  and  travelstained,  and 
bruised,  for  they  had  ridden  thirty  miles  since  midnight 
along  roads  that  were  sluices  of  mud  and  water.  The 
rider  held  his  way  straight  to  the  Colonel's  tent  and 
delivered  his  telegram.    It  read  thus : 

'Washington, ,  186 — . 

Colonel  Mulligan:  If  you  haven't  shot  Barney  D — 
yet,  don't. 

A.  Lincoln.' 

"They  hadn't  and  they  didn't." 


Lincoln  One  Hundred  Years  Ago 
July   1856 

Visited:  Princeton,  Chicago,  Dixon,  Sterling  and  Galena. 
Political  Activities:  Spoke  in  the  presidential  and  guber- 
natorial campaigns  for  Fremont  and  Bissell. 
Political  Issues:   Extension  of  slavery,   sectionalism  and 
disunion. 

Political  Wisdom:  "I  am  superstitious,  I  have  scarcely 
known  a  party,  preceding  an  election,  to  call  in  help 
from  the  neighboring  states,  but  they  lost  the  state." 
Lincoln  to  Grimes,  July  12,  1856. 

Law:  Went  to  Chicago  "to  attend  to  a  little  business  in 
court." 

Apt  Expressions:  "It  turned  me  blind  when  I  first  heard 
Swett  was  beaten  and  Lovejoy  nominated  ..."  Lincoln 
to  Whitney,  July  9,  1856.  "I  should  have  no  objection 
to  drive  a  nail  in  his  (political  enemy)  track"  Lincoln 
to  Grimes,  July  12,  1856.  "Stand  by  the  cause,  and  the 
cause  will  carry  you  through"  Lincoln  to  B.  Clarke 
Landy  and  others.  July  28,  1856. 


CjH  t  %,,  pu^j    \j   fi 


M  6-^jJUix, 


^    X*A^  fX^  Cf*— '  AprU    1Q^    1Q62 


Curator  of  American  Soulpture 
Smithsonian  Institution 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Curator: 

I  am  trying  to   sooure   Information  relative  to  a 
plaster  bust   of  Llnooln  executed  by  Leonard  Wells  Volk.   Since 
the  original  life  mask  and  the  oasts  of  Llnooln 's  hands  all  by 
the  same  artist   are   loeated   in  your   collection,   I  thought   you 
might   be  able  to  help  me* 

I  have  reason   to  believe   that   Volk  made  the    life 
mask  sometime  around  March  of  1860  and  made  the  hand  oasts   in 
Springfield  on  May  20th,   the  day  after  the  formal  notification 
of  the  nomination.   In  April,   Volk  executed  a  plaster  head  of 
Lincoln  and  on  May  17th  of  1860  submitted  to  the  Patent   Offloe 
a  photograph  of  a  marble  bust   known  now  as  the    "Hermes  Bust". 
I  believe  that  Volk  made  what   is  known  as  the    "Draped  Bust", 
sometime  after  these  efforts.  Just   when   Is  what   I  am  trying  to 
determine.  This  work  is  32"  high,   5j-  inohes  drapery  to  pedestal, 
and  23-''inohes  at   the  widest   point   below  the  shoulders.  The 
original  was  gilt  painted  to  resemble  bronze  and  I  believe  bore 
an   inscription   In  soript  by  the  sculptor  as   follows:    "Lino In 
from  Life  by  L.W.  Volk11  on  the  baok  of  the  pedestal. 

In  a  work  entitled   "He  belongs  to  the  ^ges",   I  was 
happy  to  read  that   the  original  of  the    "Draped  Bust     was   In  the 
Llnooln  room  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Sooiety  but   after  writes 
to  the   cursttor,   I  learned  the  work  they  have   is  a  oopy  that  Has 
"Henneok  &  Co.     on  the  baok.  This    is  a  statuary  firm  that  was 
located  in   Chioago  and  was   In   operation   from  1882  until   1888. 
Evidently  Volk  had   oopies   of  this  work  done   sometime  during 
those  years.   I  doubt   that   the  actual  model  for  these  oasts  was 
not  made  until  those   later  years,  but   this   is  possible.  I   oannot 
find  any  record  of  its   date  of  exeoution   In  any  reference  work 
I  have  been  able  to  find. 

I  am  curious  as  to  why  so   little  information  about 
this  particular  work  by  Volk  is  available  when  there   is   so  much 
exaot    information  to  be  had  on  his  other  works  ?  Evidently  there 
were  oopies  of  the   "Draped  Bust"  made  by  statuary  firms   in   small- 
er sizes  because  a  28"  and  a  cabinet   size  exist.  These  may  have 
been   inf lngomaiits  on  Volk's  patent   or  patents.  The  marble   "Herme 
design  was   granted  a  patent    in  1860  on  June   12th.  According  to 
Dr/.  MoMurtry  writing  in  Llnooln  Lore  another  version  of  the  wo* 
was  made  with  Llnooln  wearing  a  frook  coat    instead  of  drapery 
Dr.  MoMurtry  was  unable  to  state  when  the  original   "Draped  Bu 
was  made  by  Volk  and  is  unable  to  give   its  present   location 
indeed   it   exists  today. 

I  have  looated  a  plaster  "Draped  Bust"  that  xrr 
originally  gilt  but  has  been  overpalnted  with  black.  It  be 
the  proper  inscription  also.  I  am  trying  to  determine  jup 
it   fits   into  this  picture.  It  has  been  owned  by  the  same 
since  1332  but  was  formerly  owned  by  an  aged  Phi lade lphlan 
son  disposed  of  it  after  his   father's  passing  in   1932  to   it*. 
present   owner.  Therefore,   I  know  this  bust    Is  not   of  reoent   c 
'-'*,   ■*!-•-    **»   fcv»lo    nuzzle    la   ft  mvatapv. 


1025  East  Phil  Ellena  Street 
Philadelphia  50,  Pennsylvania 
April  11,  1962 

Mr.  J.E.  Clifton  Jr. 
United  States  Patent  Office 
Washington  25,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr.  Clifton: 

I  wish  to  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 
of  April  6  and  for  the  enoloaure  of  Design  Patent  No.  1250. 
This  is  a  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  Leonard  W.  Volk.  This  in- 
formation is  most  helpful. 

I  am  writing  again  and  am  again  enclosing  a 
photograph  of  the  particular  Linooln  bust  by  Volk  that  I  am  trying 
to  determine  when  it  was  made .  You  will  note  that  this  photograph 
is  that  of  a  draped  East  rather  than  a  naked  one  as  pictured  on 
Patent  Ho.  1250. 

I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  oould  cheok 
to  nee  if  you  have  a  patent  on  a  bust  similar  to  the  photograph. 
It  is  possible  that  the  patent,  if  taken,  was  issued  anytime 
between  I860  and  1894.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  patent  may 
have  been  taken  in  the  name  of  C.  HENNECK  &  CO.  MIL.  &  CHIC.  It 
may  be  that  even  another  name  might  appear  on  the  patent •  The 
important  fact  that  I  must  determine  is  whether  a  patent  for  this 
draped  bust  by  Volk  was  ever  issued  even  though  it  may  have  been 
issued  to  another  name.  If  you  can  settle  this  for  me  either  way 
so  that  I  know  definitely,  I  will  be  most  grateful. 

Very  truly  graure, 


Edward  H.  Schwartz 


AOOBli.   ONLY 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT   OF   COMMERCE 

PATENT  OFFICE 

Washington 


May  7,  1962 


Kr.  Edward  H.  Schwartz 

1025  East  Phil  Eilena  Street 

Philadelphia  50,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Kr.  Schwartz: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  11,  19c 2,  you  are  advised  that  the 
Patent  Office  is  unable  to  identify  the  item  in  which  you  are  in- 
terested from  the  information  contained  in  your  letter.  Accordingly, 
the  photograph  is  being  returned  for  your  further  use. 

The  patent  records  are  open  to  the  public  in  the  search  room  of 
the  Patent  Office,  Commerce  Building,  Washington,  D.C.,  where  they 
may  be  examined  by  you,  or  by  a  representative  of  your  choice. 

Very  truly  yours, 


r3 


E.    Clifton,   J/.,   Head    ' 
Correspondence  &  Mail  Eranch 


JEC:fw  r 
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VS 
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1025  Phil  Ellena  Street 
Philadelphia  50,  Penna. 
May  3,  1962 

The  Library  of  Congress 
Reference  Department 
Prints  and  Photographs  Division 
Washington  25,  D.C. 

Att:  Mr.  Hirst  D.  Mllhollen 

Dear  Mr.  Mllhollen: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  letter 
of  April  27th. 

In  order  to  help  you  so  thfet  you 
will  know  that  this  is  not  a  will  o1  the  wisp  Item, 
I  enclose  a  photograph  of  the  work  about  which  I  am 
trying  to  secure  authentic  information. 

The  Lincoln*  National  Life  Foundation 
was  unable  to  supply  the  answers  to  the  following: 

Did  Volk  do  this  original  study  or 
was  it  done  by  one  of  his  students  or  perhaps  a  sta- 
tuary firm  ? 

When  and  where  was  it  made  ?  What 
were  the  circumstances  surrounding  its  origin  ? 

How  many  plaster  casts  were  made 
immediately  from  the  original  ?  When  were  others  made 
and  how  many  ? 

Where  Is  the  original  first  plaster  c«fv 
looated  now  ?  How  oan  it  be  proved  that  it  is  such  ? 

I  realize  these  are  difficult  ques- 
tions and  that  some  of  the  answers  may  never  be  had, 
but  I  felt  that  the  Library  of  Congress  should  be  able 
to  come  up  with  some  information.  It  may  be  that  this 
project  is  not  within  the  scope  of  your  department  and 
therefore  I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  this  is 
so,  that  you  pass  this  along  to  the  proper  authority. 

It  is  most  puzzling  that  a  Lincoln 
bust  by  a  well  known  artist  as  Volk  was  should  go 
completely  undocumented.  I  have  been  In  oontaot  with 
museums,  historical  societies,  art  experts  and  the 
patent  of floe  but  so  far  have  turned  up  no  definite 
clues • 

I  need  help  and  would  appreciate 
anything  you  can  do. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Edward  H.  Sohwartz 


1025  Phil  Ellena  Street 
Philadelphia  50,  Penna. 
May  9r   1962 

Miss  Josephine  Cobb 
National  Archives 
Washington  25,  D.C. 

Dear  Miss  Cobbs 

I  am  writing  you  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr,  Richard  H..  Howland  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Enclosed  13  a  photograph  of  a  plaster 
statue  known  as  the  Draped  Bust  by  Leonard  Wells  Volk. 
It  seems  that  very  little  is  known  about  this  particular 
work  but  that  a  great  deal  is  known  about  the  other  works 
of  Volk. 

Through  research  I  have  determined  that 
Volk  made  a  life  mask  of  Lincoln  sometime  around  March 
of  i860  and  that  on  May  20th,  i860  Volk  made  plaster 
casts  of  Lincoln1 s  hands.  In  April  of  i860  Volk  made  a 
plaster  cast  of  a  sculptured  head  of  Lincoln.  On  May  17th 
of  i860  Volk  submitted  to  the  Patent  Office  a  photograph 
of  a  marble  bust  now  known  as  the  Hermes  Bust.  It  was 
patented  on  June  12th  of  i860.  None  of  these  works  are 
the  same  as  the  Draped  Bust  but  there  are  striking  re- 
semblances especially  in  the  treatment  of  the  hair  and 
the  fact  that  all  the  works  are  beardless.  It  would  seem 
that  the  Draped  Bust  was  made  sometime  after  Volk's  other 
Lincoln  likenesses^  the  exact  date  is  unrecorded  as  far 
as  I  can  determine  to  date. 

The  photograph  enclosed  is  in  black  paint 
over  gilt.  It  is  32"  high,  jktt   drapery  to  pedestal  and 
is  22  inches  at  the  widest  point  below  the  shoulders. 
The  reverse  bears  the  inscription  in  script:  "Lincoln 
from  Life  by  L.W.  Volk.".  No  date  is  given  nor  are  there 
any  other  identifying  symbols.  This  particular  casting 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  same  family  for-  thirty 
years  and  had  been  the  property  of  an  aged  Philadelphian 
whose  son  disposed  of  it  after  his  father !s  death  in 
1932.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  bust  is  quite  old  but 
how  old  and  where  it  came  from  are  a  mystery. 

I  have  been  unable  to  secure  answers  to 
the  following: 

When  and  where  was  the  original  study 
made  ff  What  were  the  circumstances  surrounding  its  orogin  ? 
Were  there  several  cats  made  of  the  original  model  at  that 
time  or  was  ijust  one  cast  made  ?  Where  is  that  original 
casting  today  if  it  exists  and  how  can  it  positively  be 
identified  as  such  ? 

It  is  a  baffling  puzzle  to  date  though  I 
have  been  in  touch  with  authorities  of  historical  socie- 
ties, museums  etc.  Perhaps  you  could  help  me  ? 

Any  help,  will  be  appreciated. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Edward  H.  Schwartz    ' 


May  10,  1962 


Dear  Mr.  Schwartz, 


Not  knowing  the  sources  that  you  have  checked  in  your 
research,  I  can  only  indicate  to  you  those  that  I  believe  might  have 
information  that  would  help  you.   Assuming  that  ycu  have  exhausted 
all  published  material,  including  the  iiiue6  of  "Chicago  History" 
that  treat  of  Volk'  s  sculptured  Lincolns,  particularly  No.  VIII  No. 8, 
and  McClures,  Harper'  s,  and  Century  magazines,  I  can  only  suggest 
that  you  come  to  "Washington  to  search  among  official  records. 

The  particular  records  in  the  Patent  Office  that  covered 
sculptured  works  are  in  the  "Design"  files  rather  than  in  the  "Patent" 
files.   They  are  not  easy  to  use  but  are  sometimes  rewarding  in  matters 
like  this.   Correspondence  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  concerning 
the  acquisition  of  the  Volck  hands  might  possibly  lead  to  something  if 
you  had  the  time  to  spend  in  the  search.   The  photograph  that  you  sent 
is  very  like  the  "Hermes"  except  that  the  Hermes  has  no  drapery  but 
has  sawed-off  arms. 

From  reference  to  "Lincoln:  Day-By-Day",  you  can  perhaps 
verify  the  dates  of  the  making  of  the  hands  etc.   I  have  no  books 
in  my  library  here  on  Lincoln  in  sculpture  but  you  must  already 
have  used  them  in  a  library  for  information  on  Volck.   The  only  note 
in  my  files  that  does  not  have  reference  to  a  published  source  is 
this:  "The  marble  bust  made  from  the  plaster  was  lost  in  the  fire 
of  1871"  presunjb'aly  with  reference  to  the  sculpture  purchased  by 
the  Chicago  Historical  Society  fromMrs.  Joseph  H,  Cudahy. 

I  have  referred  your  letter  to  the  Lincoln  Museum  here  in 
Washington  because  of  the  library  that  is  available  there  on 
sculpture  of  Mr.  Lincoln.   You  will  here  from  Mrs.  Allen  within  a 
week  or  two • 

/!  Sincerely  . 
Josephine  Cobb 
Specialist  in  Pictures  of  the  Civil  War 
National  Archives 
Washington  25,  D.C. 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Region   Six 

Washington  25,  D.C. 
M^YMn.n,  MAY  ~8  1962 


Mr.  Edward  H.  Schwartz 
1025  Phil  Ellena  Street 
Philadelphia  50,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.  Schwartz: 

Your  letter  of  May  9,  directed  to  Miss  Josephine  Cobb, 
National  Archives,  has  been  referred  to  this  office  for  reply. 

For  answers  to  your  quotations  relative  to  Leonard  Volk's 
draped  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  it  is  suggested  that  you 
contact  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  1301  South 
Harrison  Street,  Fort  Wayne  1,  Indiana. 

All  of  Leonard  Volk's  busts  were  modeled  from  his  life  mask 
w  hich  was  made  on  the  top  floor  of  the  old  Portland  Block 
in  Chicago,  in  April,  1860.  According  to  "Lincoln  Lore", 
publication  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
(April  12,  1943  issue)  "Sculptor  Volk  also  made  measurements 
of  and  modeled  Lincoln's  neck,  shoulders  and  chest.   These 
studies  from  life  served  as  sources  for  the  making  of  his 
bust  of  Lincoln  to  be  used  as  a  companion  piece  with  his 
bust  of  Douglas. " 

It  seems  quite  likely  that  the  "draped  bust"  was  the  first 
bust  inasmuch  as  the  Douglas  Bust  was  also  a  draped  bust. 

Lincoln  students  have  come  to  know  the  different  busts  by 
Volk  as  the  "short  bust",  including  little  but  the  head  and 
neck,  the  "nude  bust"  showing  in  addition  Lincoln's  shoulders 
and  chest  as  modeled  from  life,  and  actual  measurements  made; 
and  the  "draped  bust"  decorated  with  the  classic  draperies  on 
the  shoulders. 

The  Lincoln  Museum  has  in  its  collection  a  Volk  Draped  Bust 
of  Lincoln  in  white  plaster.   It  is  the  same  size  as  the  one 
you  describe  in  your  letter. 

We  are  returning  herewith  your  photograph  and  thank  you  for 
your  interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Sinc-erely  yours 


Cornelius  W.  Heine 
Acting  Assistant  Regional  Director 
Conservation,  Interpretation  and  Use 


Enclosure 


(Ulricas©  Uxihvmt 

THI     WORLD'I      GREATEST       NEWSPAPER 


TRIBUNE  TOWER  •  CHICAGO  II 

„        _     ,_,_  PUBLIC  SERVICE  OFFICE 

May  9,   1962  33  y/est  Madison  Street 

General  Information   Bureau 

Phone  222-3042 

Mr.  Edward  H.  Schwartz 
1025  Phil  Ellena  Street 
Philadelphia  $03   Penna. 

Dear  Mr,  Schwartz: 

Through  the  wonderful  co-operation  of  Mr.  Heinz  of  the  reference  library  of 
the  Art  Institute,  we  feel  that  these  are  the  answers  to  many  of  your  questions 
relative  to  the  Leo  nard  Wells  Volk  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Volk  wished  to  do  a  plaster  bust  of  the  presidential  candidate  most  likely 
to  win  the  nomination.  For  this  reason,  he  asked  Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860  to 
sit  for  a  plaster  life  mask.  As  you  probably  know,  this  literally  means  that 
plaster  is  coated  over  the  face  and  allowed  to  harden.  This  particular  cast  has 
been  a  source  base  for  most  Lincoln  statues  ard  busts.  The  cast  was  made  in  Mr. 
Volk's  studio,  which  in  i860  was  on  the  fifth  floor  of  a  building  opposite  the 
Sherman  House  on  Clark  Street  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Lincoln  had  promised  to  sit  for 
the  bust  if  his  engagements  permitted,, 

Mr.  Volk  made  several  plaster  busts  from  this  master  cast,  one  of  which  was 
lost  in  the  Chicago  fire  in  1871a 

The  bust  was  offered  to  the  public  June  7,  i860  and  our  Chicago  Tribune 
"boosted  its  sale".  Price  of  the  life-size  was  $10.00,  and  price  of  the  half-size 
was  $ba00. 

Mr.  Keinz  tells  me  his  source  on  much  of  his  material  is  "Lincoln  in  Marble 
and  Bronze"  by  Mr.  Bullard.  He  also  mentioned  that  you  will  find  further  infor- 
mation is  available  through  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society  in  Springfield, 
Illinois. 

We  hope  this  is  as  interesting  to  you  as  it  proved  to  be  to  us* 
We  are  herewith  returning  your  photograph,  and  thank  you  for  your  interest  in  the 
Chicago  Tribune. 

Sincerely  yours, 

CHICAGO  TRIBUNE 

(/<^/Jacqueline  Cross 
JC:SS  General  Information  Bureau 

encl. 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Region   Six 

Washington  25.  D.C. 


IN   REPLY   REFER  TO: 


Region   Six 
ilNGTON  25 

MAY  2S   1362 


Mr.  Edward  H.  Schwartz 
1025  Phil  Ellena  Street 
Philadelphia  50,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.  Schwartz: 

Your  letter  of  May  9,  directed  to  Miss  Josephine  Cobb, 
National  Archives,  has  been  referred  to  this  office  for  reply. 

For  answers  to  your  quotations  relative  to  Leonard  Volk's 
draped  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  it  is  suggested  that  you 
contact  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  1301  South 
Harrison  Street,  Fort  Wayne  1,  Indiana. 

All  of  Leonard  Volk's  busts  were  modeled  from  his  life  mask 
w  hich  was  made  on  the  top  floor  of  the  old  Portland  Block 
in  Chicago,  in  April,  1860.   According  to  "Lincoln  Lore", 
publication  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
(April  12,  1943  issue)  "Sculptor  Volk  also  made  measurements 
of  and  modeled  Lincoln's  neck,  shoulders  and  chest.   These 
studies  from  life  served  as  sources  for  the  making  of  his 
bust  of  Lincoln  to  be  used  as  a  companion  piece  with  his 
bust  of  Douglas. " 

It  seems  quite  likely  that  the  "draped  bust"  was  the  first 
bust  inasmuch  as  the  Douglas  Bust  was  also  a  draped  bust. 

Lincoln  students  have  come  to  know  the  different  busts  by 
Volk  as  the  "short  bust",  including  little  but  the  head  and 
neck,  the  "nude  bust"  showing  in  addition  Lincoln's  shoulders 
and  chest  as  modeled  from  life,  and  actual  measurements  made; 
and  the  "draped  bust"  decorated  with  the  classic  draperies  on 
the  shoulders. 

The  Lincoln  Museum  has  in  its  collection  a  Volk  Draped  Bust 
of  Lincoln  in  white  plaster.   It  is  the  same  size  as  the  one 
you  describe  in  your  letter. 

We  are  returning  herewith  your  photograph  and  thank  you  for 
your  interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Sirjc-erely  yours,  -, 


biijc-ereiy  yours, -;  / 

Cornelius  W.  Heine 
Acting  Assistant  Regional  Director 
Conservation,  Interpretation  and  Use 


Enclosure 


LESLIE    A.   IIYAM 

Prtlidft 
LOUIS    J.    MARION 

Euttlivi  riti-PmMtnl 
MAI1V  VANDECRIFT  i*i 
ANTHONY    N.   BADE 

Vui.Prtiiittti 
HOBERT    F     METZDOHF 

Jut  Vici-Pruiifl 
MAX     BAHTIIOLET 

Snriurj  (t  Tr„„r,r 
OTTO     II.   KNOLL 

Jul.  Sttj.  &  frmtrir 

J.  BIFOUD  CHISHOLM 
CHARLES  A;  HELLMIGH 
CARROLL  HOGAN 
N.H.MORRIS  McOSTRICH 
THEODORE  J.  MULDOON 
VILLI  AM      A.     SMYTH 


PARKE-BERNET  GALLERIES  •  INC 

980  MADISON-  AVEKUE  •  2VEW  YORK  21 

PUBLIC   AUCTION   SALES   AND   APPRAISALS   OF 

ART'  LITERARY  AND    OTHER   PERSONAL   PROPERTY 

INCLUDING   JEWELRY 


T<l,ph,„ 
TRAFALGAR    9  -8.'i  0  0 

Cstll  Jiirill:    PAHKCAL 


CHARLES    PACKER 

}]fi  if  Jppmitl  Dipt. 


Eunptm  RtpmmitHiit 
EMIL  HARTMA.NN 
Limmatstrasse  283 

Zurich,  Switzerland 


May  16,  1962 


Mr.  Edward  H.  Schwartz 

1025  East  Phil  Ellena  Street 

Philadelphia  50,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.  Schwartz: 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  May  third  regarding  a 
plaster  bust  of  Lincoln,  it  is  true  that  we  sold 
such  a  bust  in  the  Vogt  sale  in  1953,  for  8^25. 

The  bust  was  not  draped,  however,  and  was  accompanied 
by  papers  attesting  to  its  originality.   It  is  possi- 
ble that  your  eaeample  was  copied  from  an  original 
marble  made  by  Volk  in  i860,  and  burned  in  1871,  or 
that  it  may  have  been  copied  from  one  of  the  numer- 
ous bronzes  by  the  same  artist. 


We  regret  that  our  library  does  not  offer  more  help- 
ful information  on  the  subject. 


Sincerely  yours, 


7 


us/A 


Samuel  T.  Blaisdell 
Cataloguing  Department 


STB:1 


Orthopaedic  Surgery 


DONALD  C.  DURMAN,  M.  D. 
JOHN  O.  GOODSELL,  M.  D. 

408    SOUTH    JEFFERSON    AVFNUE 
SAGINAW.  16,  MICHIGAN 

June  1,  1962 


Mr.  Edward  H.  Schwartz, 
1025  E.  Phil  Ellena  St.  , 
Philadelphia  50,  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Mr.  Schwartz, 

Please  pardon  my  delay  in  answering  your  letter  to  me  of  March  19,  1962. 

I  am  the  author  of  a  book  "He  Belongs  To  The  Ages". 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  definitely  answer  your  inquiry  regarding  the 
"draped  bust"  of  Lincoln  by  Volk.    I  am  enclosing  a  thermofax  copy 
of  Lincoln  Lore  for  May  2,  1949  which  will  probably  be  of  interest  to 
you.    I  assume  that  the  plaster  bust  of  Lincoln  in  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society  is  a  replica  of  the  marble  bust  which  was  exhibited  in  the  Paris 
Exposition  in  1867  and  assume  that  this  marble  bust  was  the  original 
unless  one  wants  to  call  the  first  plaster  bust  from  which  the  marble  was 
probably  copied  the  original.    I  have  no  idea  whatever  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
original  marble  and  have  no  idea  as  to  how  it  might  be  traced  or  its  fate 
ascertained. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Donald  C.  Durman,  M.  D. 

DCDidb 
End. 
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A  LIFE  MASK  DISCOVERED 


A  hospitalized  parishioner,  a  pawn  shop,  and  a  Methodist 
minister  with  a  good  memory  were  the  unusual  factors  in  the 
recent  discovery  of  a  superb  bronze  casting  of  Leonard  Wells 
Volk's  famous  life  mask  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  ailing 
parishioner  drew  Dr.  0.  Gerald  Trigg,  Senior  Minister  of  the 
Gobin  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Greencastle, 
Indiana,  to  Terre  Haute,  some  fifty  miles  away.  When  Dr. 
Trigg  arrived,  the  patient  was  undergoing  tests  and  could  not 
have  visitors  for  at  least  an  hour.  The  vexations  of  pastoral 
visits  never  bother  Dr.  Trigg,  for  he  is  a  book  collector  and  can 
always  kill  an  hour  browsing  dusty  shelves  for  early  books  by 
and  about  Methodists. 

Like  most  book  collectors,  Dr.  Trigg  has  trouble  confining 
his  interests  to  one  field  of  collecting.  Curiosity  is  one  of  the 
most  untamable  of  human  traits.  As  he  browsed  in  a  Terre 
Haute  shop,  a  Lincoln  mask  caught  his  eye.  He  might  well 
have  dismissed  it  as  a  curio  had  he  not  recalled  seeing  a  very 
similar  mask  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  years  before. 
Trigg  examined  the  mask  closely  and  asked  the  proprietor 
where  he  got  it.  A  woman  from  Illinois  had  placed  it  in  the 
shop  for  sale  more  than  a  year  previously.  It  had  been  in  her 
family's  possession  for  a  long  time,  she  had  claimed.  At  the 
price  she  wanted,  there  had  been  no  takers.  Trigg  passed  it  up 
too.  He  visited  his  parishioner  and  drove  back  to  Greencastle. 

Like  all  good  collectors,  Dr.  Trigg  was  willing  to  do  some 
research.  His  church  is  on  the  campus  of  DePauw  University, 
and  it  was  relatively  easy  to  go  to  the  library  and  consult  old 
issues  of  Lincoln  Lore.  He  quickly  discovered  that  it  was  a 
Volk  mask,  and  he  decided  that  he  should  purchase  it. 

Nothing  increases  curiosity  like  monetary  investment. 
Trigg  began  to  write  letters  and  make  telephone  calls  to 
numerous  historical  institutions  to  establish  the  exact 
identity  of  the  mask.  He  could  tell  just  by  looking  that  the 
mask  was  of  high  quality,  but  he  wanted  to  know  precisely 
how  good  it  was.  Travel  was  out  of  the  question,  but  study  was 
not.  He  continued  to  study  the  history  of  the  Volk  life  mask 
carefully. 

The  key  to  explaining  the  quality  of  Trigg's  casting  of 
Lincoln's  mask  lay  in  the  name  "Berchem."  That  name 
appears  nowhere  on  the  mask,  but  the  person  who  sold  the 
mask  originally  had  been  married  to  a  man  named  Berchem. 


A  poor  copy  of  a  poor  copy  of  a  1964  letter  in  the  files  of  the 
Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  provided  the 
essential  clue.  The  letter  was  written  from  James  E.  Morris, 
Reference  Librarian  at  the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  to  L.E. 
Minkel,  a  collector  curious  about  the  number  of  casts  of 
Lincoln's  hands  Volk  had  made.  In  the  course  of  the  letter, 
Morris  said,  "It  seems  that  Mr.  Jules  Berchem  received  the 
original  set  from  Leonard  Volk  and  from  these  made  copies 
both  in  plaster  and  bronze,  of  which  the  first  set  made  from 
the  original  was  presented  to  the  Society." 

The  letter  gave  Trigg  the  clue  he  needed.  Jules  Berchem, 
who  operated  a  bronze  foundry  in  Chicago,  is  famed  for 
casting  bronze  statues  and  busts.  He  did  some  work  for  fellow 
Chicagoan  Leonard  Volk,  including  some  late  copies  of  the 
Volk  mask  which  bear  in  the  inscription:  "Copyright  1886  by 
L.W.  Volk— J.  Berchem."  Dr.  Trigg's  mask  bears  a  different 
inscription:  "A.  LINCOLN.  1860  L.  W.  VOLK  .  Fecit."  A 
further  complication  is  the  mask  in  the  Smithsonian,  which  is 
claimed  to  be  the  "original"  cast  because  the  original  molds 
were  destroyed  in  Volk's  studio  in  the  Chicago  Fire  of  1871. 

Dr.  Trigg  is  cautious  in  his  claims  for  his  mask,  but  he  is 
certain  that  it  is  at  least  one  of  the  earliest  casts.  Since  it  has 
an  "M"  stamped  inside  it,  it  is  probably  a  "Master,"  an 
important  casting.  It  is  possible,  since  Trigg's  mask 
incorporates  all  the  distinctive  marks  of  the  Smithsonian 
mask,  that  Volk  made  new  molds  after  the  fire  from  the 
bronze  Berchem  master.  And  these  molds  are  the  ones  that 
provided  the  Smithsonian  casting.  Such  an  argument,  of 
course,  hinges  critically  on  the  truth  of  the  statement  in  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society  letter. 

To  see  the  mask  is  to  be  willing  to  grant  that  Dr.  Trigg  has 
a  plausible  case.  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  former  editor  of 
Lincoln  Lore,  stated  upon  examining  it  that  it  was  the  best 
he  had  ever  seen.  Likewise,  Harold  Holzer,  New  York  City's 
authority  on  Lincoln  iconography,  examined  photographs  of 
the  mask  and  also  called  it  the  best  he  had  seen. 

Among  private  collectors,  there  are  two  breeds:  "private" 
private  collectors  and  "public"  private  collectors.  The  former, 
usually  from  fear  of  thieves,  hoard  their  valuables  and  shun 
publicity.  The  latter,  from  both  pride  and  public  spirit,  are 
willing  to  share  their  good  fortune  with  others.  Happily,  Dr. 
Trigg  is  among  the  latter  sort,  and  he  plans  to  lend  his  fine 
mask  for  display  at  the  DePauw  University  Archives  and  the 
Indiana  State  Museum  in  the  future. 


FIGURE  4.  The  inscription  under  the  chin  of  the  Trigg  mask. 


From  the  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 


LINCOLN    LORE 


LL 


From  the  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 


FIGURE  5.  Note  the  fine  detail  in  the  Trigg  bronze  mask.  Volk  used  the  original  mask  as  the  basis  for  numerous 
Lincoln  busts,  none  of  which  equal  the  mask  in  dramatic  quality.  Volk  could  not  resist  somewhat  idealizing  the 
busts  he  produced.  Despite  the  eerie  quality  of  the  mask  (which  necessarily  lacks  eyes  and  hair),  it  is  a  wonderful 
piece  of  work.  Although  numerous  inferior  plaster  copies  exist,  it  is  hard  to  find  a  good  bronze  or  plaster  copy  even 
in  museums  with  substantial  Lincoln  collections. 
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Monday,  October  19  10  am  to  5  pm 

Tuesday,  October  20  10  am  to  5  pm 

Wednesday,  October  21  10  am  to  5  pm 

Thursday,  October  22  10  am  to  3  pm 


In  sending  absentee  bids  this  catalogue 
may  be  referred  to  as  5621  "REPUBLIC 

Cover  Illustration:  Lot  23A 
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1334  York  Avenue  (at  72nd  Street) 

New  York,  NY  10021 

Cable:  Parkgal,  New  York 

Telex:  New  York  232643  (SPB  UR) 

Telephone:  (212)  606-7000 

John  L.  Marion,  Principal  Auctioneer 
License  number  524728 

Catalogues  $15  at  the  gallery, 
$20  by  mail,  $23  overseas 

List  of  post-sale  price  results 

will  be  sent  to  all  catalogue  purchasers 

4  to  6  weeks  after  sale 
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By  1861,  there  was  no  point  in  attempting  to  persuade 
a  defender  of  slavery  that  the  institution  was  not  only 
indefensible  on  logical  grounds  hut  also  an  implied 
lineal  to  the  liberties  ol  every  man  and  woman  within 
society.  War  replaced  debate. 

And,  as  that  Civil  War  drew  on,  Lincoln  reexamined 
the  role  of  men  like  himseli  who  had  tried  to  preserve 
the  Union  even  while  recognizing  the  evil  irrationality 
of  slavery.  By  acceding  to  Southern  interests  rather 
than  risking  a  rupture  <>l  the  Union,  he  came  to  be- 
lieve thai  they  had  sinned,  and  the  war  thai  followed 
was  the  punishment  they  had  earned:  "If  God  now 
wills  the  removal  of  a  great  wrong,  and  wills  also  that 
we  ol  the  North  .is  well  as  you  ol  the  South,  shall  pay 
fairly  for  our  complicit)  in  th.it  wrong,  impartial  his- 
tory will  find  therein  new  cause  to  attest  and  revere 
the  justice  and  goodness  ol  God"  (1  April  1864, 
Basler,  7:282). 

The  statement  offered  here  is  a  poignant  record  of  the 
more  hopeful  days  of  Lincoln's  life  and  of  the  nation's 
history,  when  men  might  reasonahh  believe  that  logi- 
cal eloquence  could  prevent  bloodshed.  And  the  state- 
ment is  a  matchless  example  of  Lincoln  at  his  best  as 
an  author;  as  Jacques  Barzun  remarked,  "Lincoln  ac- 
quired his  power  by  exacting  obedience  from  words" 
(IJncoln  the  LUermy  Genius,  I960,  p.  36).  But,  within  a 
decade  of  drafting  this  statement,  Lincoln  was  forced 
to  concede  that  "exacting  obedience  from  words"  was 
not  enough.  Whether  through  divine  judgment  or 
mortal  folly,  the  American  republic  could  survive  only 
through  the  brutal,  irrational  process  of  war.  And  this 
logic  was  as  remorseless  as  that  which  Lincoln  had 
used  to  show  that  "A."  could  claim  the  right  to  enslave 
"B."  only  at  the  peril  of  his  own  freedom 


Basler,  Lincoln,  2:222-223 
Property  of  Various  Owner: 


$75,000-125,000 
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LINCOLN,  ABRAHAM. m  President.  Autograph  Note 
signed  ("A.  Lincoln")  :">  lines  on  a  small  card,  [Wash- 
ington], 22  October  1X64,  to  Secretar)  of  War  Edwin 
Stanton;  slightly  browned,  one  tiny  stain,  mounting 
remnants  on  verso 


A  SOLDIER'S  VOTE.  Abraham  Lincoln  faced  a  bitter 
fight  for  reelection  in  the  fall  of  1864.  Democrats  had 
nominated  Gen.  George  McClellan  in  August,  and 
McClellan  hoped  to  capitalize  upon  war-weariness  in 
the  North.  On  the  other  side,  Radical  Republicans, 
impatient  with  the  President's  Reconstruction  poli- 
cies, came  close  to  calling  their  own  convention  to 
choose  a  candidate  to  replace  Lincoln,  nominee  of  the 
party's  June  convention.  Not  all  states  allowed  absen- 
tee voting  by  their  soldiers  in  the  Held,  and  in  Septem- 
ber Lincoln  had  done  what  he  could  to  see  that  Indi- 
anans  in  Sherman's  command  were  sent  home  to  vote 
for  Republican  c  nadidates  in  state  elections  (Basler, 
Lincoln,  8:1  I). 

Union  victories  in  Georgia  in  September  persuaded 
Radical  Republicans  to  back  Lincoln,  but  his  reelec- 
tion was  still  in  question.  While  Lincoln  dared  not  risk 
the  publicity  of  a  general  order  encouraging  fur- 
loughs lor  men  who  needed  to  be  present  at  their 
home  polling  in  places  to  cast  their  votes,  he  could 
take  action  in  individual  cases.  This  unpublished  note 
is  one  of  the  rare  specimens  of  such  intervention: 
"Sec .  of  War  please  ["send"  crossed  out]  give  this  man 
the  proper  direction  to  apply  lot  leave  to  go  home  to 
vote."  (for  another  example  of  such  a  request,  see 
Basler,  Supplement,  p.  165.) 

$3,5()0-4,r>()() 
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[LINCOLN,  ABRAHAM].  VOLK,  LEONARD  (1828- 
1895)  and  SAINT-GAUDENS,  AUGUSTUS  (1848- 
1907).  Bronze  copy  cast  by  Saint-Gaudens  in  1886 
from  the  original  plaster  mask  of  Lincoln's  face  made 
by  Volk  in  Chicago,  April  I860;  dark  brown  patina; 
the  base  of  the  bronze  copy  of  the  life  mask  bearing 
this  inscription:  "THIS  CAST  WAS  MADE  FOR  AL- 
LEN THORNDYKRIC  [sic]  A  SUBSCRIBER  TO 
THE  FUND  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  AND  PRESEN- 
TATION TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  GOVERN- 
MENT OF  THE  ORIGINAL  MASK  MADE  IN  CHI- 
CAGO APRIL  1860  BY  LEONARD  W.  VOLK  FROM 
THE  LIVING  FACE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
THIS  CAST  WAS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  FIRST  REP- 
LICA IN  NEW  YORK  CITY  FEBRUARY  1886" 

YOLK'S  LINCOLN.  Sculptor  Leonard  Wells  Volk 
learned  his  craft  in  New  York  and  settled  in  Illinois 
after  marrying  a  cousin  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who 
gave  Volk  the  funds  that  allowed  him  to  study  in 
Rome  in  the  mid- 1850s.  On  his  return,  Volk  set  up  a 
studio  in  Chicago,  where  he  first  met  Lincoln  in  1858 
during  Lincoln's  historic  debates  with  Douglas.  At  that 
time,  Lincoln  promised  to  sit  one  day  for  Volk,  but  it 
was  almost  two  years  more  before  they  met  again.  In 
April  I860,  Volk  noticed  a  newspaper  article  an- 
nouncing Lincoln's  arrival  in  town  to  argue  a  case. 
Volk  went  to  the  courthouse  and  reminded  Lincoln  of 
his  old  promise.  Lincoln  readily  agreed  to  begin  sil- 
ting, and  paid  a  visit  to  Volk's  studio  each  morning  for 

continued 
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Abe's  rival 
joins  him 
at  museum 


By  WILLIAM  CARLTON  .      ,-  . .    & 

OfTbeNcnriSenlin.! 

The  "Little  Giant"  —  Stephen  Douglas 
—  stood  all  of  6-feet-4  when  he  held  those 
great  debates  with  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1868.  They  were  competing  to  be  U.S.  sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  and  visually,  it  muBt 
have  been  a  very  uneven  contest:  Lincoln 
was  6-feet-4  —  without  his  famous  stoye- 
pipe  hat. 

Lincoln  may  have  won  the  debates,  but 
he  definitely  came  up  short  in  the  election. 
However,  he  tasted  sweet  revenge  two 
years  later,  defeating  Douglas  in  the  presi- 
dential election. 

A  three-foot-high  statue  of  the  eloquent 
feisty  Douglas  is  one  of  the  recent  acquisi- 
tions by  Lincoln  National  Corp.'s  Louis  A. 
WarrenTHhcoln  Library  and  Museum, 
1300  S.  Clinton  St. 

"The  statue  is  rare  because  only  winners 
survive  in  political  wars,"  said  Mark  E. 
Neely  Jr.,  a  Lincoln  scholar,  author  and 
director  of  the  museum  for  the  past  13 
years. 

"We've  been  looking  for  a  Douglas 
statue  for  a  long  time.  This  one  came  from 
a  dealer.  It  is  cast  in  plaster  and  has  a 
bronze  color.  The  sculptor  was  Leonard 
Volk,  an  artist  from  Illinois.  He  also  made 
statues  of  Lincoln,  and  .we.  have  qaejn  the 
-museum  neat  lirs'starulWflUUglll*!'  "■«» 

The  full-length  statue  of  the  "Little 
Giant"  stands  on  the  main  floor  of  the 
museum  near  a  poster  for  a  huge  Douglas 
rally  in  Fort  Wayne,  The  poster  trumpets 
the  rally  as,  "The  Greatest  Political  Dem- 
onstration of  the  Age  at  Fort  Wayne  la. 
Oct.  2,  1860.  Turnout  everybody,  irrespec- 
tive to  party,  and  have  a  good  time  gen- 
erally. The  people  of  Fort  Wayne  are  mak- 
ing extensive  arrangements  for  torch-light 
processions,  illuminations,  transparencies 
and  fireworks." 

•  Douglas  addressed  the  throngs  from 
Rockhill  House,  a  large  hostelry  on  Broad- 
way where  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  now 
stands.  A  parade  in  his  honor  marched 
,d,Qwn  Main  Street 

**Michpel  Hawfield,  executive  director  of 

"the"~Allen  County/Fort  Wayne  Historical 

Society,  said  it  attracted  as  many  as-60,080 


coin  and  the  Constitu- 
tion: The  Fate  of  Civil 
Liberties  in  Time  of 
Total  War."  He 
described  it  as  a  study  of 
how  Lincoln  played  fast 
and  loose  with  the  Con- 
stitution, censored  the 
press  and  allowed  arbi- 
trary arrests  of  citizens. 
It  will  be  published  next 
year,  during  the  bicen- 
tennial celebration  of  weeiy: 
the  Constitution.  thf ee  books 

Downstairs  in  the  museum,  visitors  can 
browse  through  dozens  of  handsomely 
ed  exhibits  documenting  Lincoln's 
life.  They  spotlight  these  areas: 
"Lincoln's .beginnings  in  Hardin  (now 
Larue)  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  was 
born  dirt-poor  in  a  log  cabin  on  Feb.  12, 
1809. 

"The  family's  move  in  1816  to  Perry 
County  in  southern  Indiana,  where  Lin- 
coln spent  the  next  14  years.  Lincoln  arrote 
poems  about  Indiana  —  the  maudlin 
My  Childhood  Home  I  See  Again,"  which 
watching  a  friend  go  stark  raving 
mad,  and  a  more  cheerful  piece  of  dog- 
gerel, "The  Bear  Hunt." 
Yet  he  called  Indiana  "as  unpoetical  as 
any  spot  on  earth  ..."  a  wild  region  wi(h 
many  bears  and  other  wild  animals  ... 
there  was  nothing  to  excite  ambition  for 
education."  '      :    >/  ' •' 

"Lincoln  on  his  own,  moving  to  New 
Salem,  III,  near  Springfield,  in  1831.  He 
earned  the  nickname  "Tiorrest  Abe"  there 
•when  a  grocery  store  he  and  a  part- 
ner  operated  went  bankrupt  The 
partner  died  and  Abe  faithfully 
paid  off  all  the  store  debta. 
LincoLi ' 
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■  ■nnugim  poster;  Ojgmat  thu  times,.  I. 


Above:  Statue  at 
Stephen 
Douglas  now  at 
the  Lincoln 
Museum.  The 

portrait 
of  Lincoln    ' 
(right)  also  la  on 
display  there. 

people  and  may  have  been  the  biggest 
political  rally  in  the  history  of  the  city  . 

Another  new  and  hard-to-find  bit  of 
memorabilia  at  the  museum  is  a  campaign 
banner  from.thel860  presidential  election 
.emblazoned  with  the  names  of  Lincoln  and 
his  running  mate,  Hannibal  Hamlin. 

"Campaign  banners  are  rare  because 
they  were  made  from  paper  and  they  are 
too  big  to  save,"  explained  Neely.  "This 
one  was  covered  with  ugly  shellac  before  it 
was  cleaned  up."  It  hangs  on  the  wall 
above  the  staircase  leading  down  to  the 
exhibition  room. 

il  pi 
Bowser,  a  black  artist, 
from  public  view  for  a  year  in  order  to  be 
cleaned,  Neely  said.  It  is  back  on  display 
on  the  main  floor. 

Neely  has  written  three  books  on  Lin- 
coln. The  most  recent,  "The  Insanity  File: 
The  Case  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,"  was 
published  in  1984.  Neely  co-wrote  the 
book  with  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  a  for- 
mer director  of  the  library.  In  it,  they 
argued  that  Lincoln's  wife  was  not 
railroaded  into  an  insane  asylum  because 
her  son,  Robert,  wanted  to  collect  her 
$75,000  fortune.  The  authors  contend  she 
actually  suffered  from  a  mental  illness  that 
became  so  severe  by  1875  that  she  spent 
four  months  in  an  insane  asylum. 
.  J-Ne^lylajieli.  book,  jfilLb*.  railed,  •  JLj*-.. 


Hawk  War  of  1832. 

K Abe's  career  as  a  self- 
taught  country  lawyer  trav. 
'.  .eling  a  circuit  on  horeebac||    * 

"His  career  as  a  member 
of  the  Illinois  state  legislature. 
"The  1858  LincolnVDouglas 
debates  over  slavery. 

"His  election  to  the  White 
House  in  1860  on  a  platform  in 
which  he  pledged  not  to  abolish 
slavery,  but  to  preserve  the  Union  and 
stop  the  spread  of  slavery. 
"Lincoln's  time  of  trials  during  the  Civil 
War  and  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
of  Sept  22, 1862.'    & 
"His  assassination  on  April  14,  1865,  at 
Ford's  Theatre  in  Washington,  D.C.,  by 
John  Wilkes  Booth,  an  actor  and  Southern 
sympathizer.  Booth  was  part  of  a  conspir-  ^ 
acy  whose  original  purpose  was  to  kidnap 
Lincoln  and  barter  him  for  Confederate 
'  prisoners.  -  r 

The  museum  also  shows  the  personal  side 
of  Lincoln.  For  instance,  one  exhibit  is 
devoted  to  Grace  Bedell,  ajr  11-year-old 
girl  from  Westfield,  Conn.,  who  WTOte  him 
some  words  of  advice,  after'-seeing  his 
clean-shaven  face  on  a  Republican  chart  in 
1860. 

She  suggested  to  Lincoln  that  he  grow  a 
beard  because,  "Yon  would  look  a  great 
deal  better  for  your  face  is  so  thin.  All  the 
ladies  like  whiskers  and  they  would  teaae 
their  husbands  to  vote  for  you  and  then 
you  would  be  president" 
According  to  other  sources  cited  in  the 
exhibit,  Lincoln  wrote  her  that  a  beard 
might  be  a  silly  affectation  in  such  grave 
times,  but  advisers  may  have  told  him  ■ 
beard  would  make  him  a  fatherly  figure  to 
whom  the  nation  would  turn  in  crisis. 
For  whatever  reason,  he  decided  to  grow 
a  bushy  beard.  And  that's  the  image  of 
.XiOWiO  ibe.  ^iitliUai^UWOitoJwKbeflt^,- 


THE  LITTLE  GIANT 


Volume  III,  Number  1,  May  1991 


Saturday,  June  1,  1991 

Commemoration  of  the 

130th  Anniversary 

of  the  death  of 

Senator  Stephen  A.  Douglas 

A^A 

11:00  a.m. 

Ceremonies  at  the  Douglas  Tomb 
636  East  35th  Street 

12:30  p.m. 

Annual  Luncheon  of  the 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  Association 

Prairie  Restaurant 

of  the  Morton  Hotel 

Burnham  Room 

500  South  Dearborn  Street 

H  X 

Address  by 

James  R.  Thompson,  on 

"Stephen  A.  Douglas:  Advocate 

of  America  First" 

$25.00  per  person 


A^yA 


Public  parking  across  the  street  from 

the  restaurant. 

Valet  parking  is  also  available. 

* * 

Please  return  enclosed 

reservation  form,  with  remittance, 

by  May  17. 


Former  Illinois  Governor 
James  R.  Thompson  to  Address 
Annual  Luncheon 


by  Barbara  Hughett 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  wrote  a  letter 
to  Virgil  Hickox,  state  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  party,  less  than  a 
month  before  his  death.  In  this  letter 
he  said:  "I  know  of  no  mode  by  which 
a  loyal  citizen  may  so  well  demon- 
strate his  devotion 
to  his  country  as 
by  sustaining  the 
Flag,  The  Consti- 
tution, and  the 
Union,  under  all 
circumstances  and 
under  every  ad- 
ministration re- 
gardless of  party 
politics  against  all 
assailants  at  home 
and  abroad." 

After  losing  the 
1860  presidential 
election  to 
Abraham  Lincoln, 
Douglas — in  fail- 
ing health — toured 
the  country  in  an 
effort  to  quell  fears 
in  the  South  and 

to  preserve  the  Union.  Loyalty  to  the 
Union  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois 
was  probably  largely  due  to  his  ef- 
forts. 

In  a  speech  before  a  joint  session  of 
the  Illinois  Legislature  on  April  25, 
1861,  Douglas  reminded  his  listeners 
of  a  higher  duty  they  owed,  not  only  to 


themselves  but  to  generations  to  come 
and  to  their  country  and  the  cause  of 
self-  government.  He  spoke  for  two 
hours.  At  the  close  of  his  speech,  the 
heavily-Republican  legislature  gave 
him  a  standing  ovation.  Reporting  on 
the  speech,  the  Illinois  State  Journal 
said:  "By  his  noble  support  of  his 

country,  Mr.  Dou- 
glas has  endeared 
himself  to  every 
loyal  citizen  in  our 
our  broad  land." 

Former  Illinois 
Governor  James  R. 
Thompson  will  ad- 
dress the  annual 
luncheon  of  the 
Stephen  A.  Douglas 
Association  on  Sat- 
urday, June  1.  The 
topic  of  his  address 
will  be  "Stephen  A. 
Douglas:  Advocate 
of  America  First." 

Governor  of  Illi- 
nois from  1977  un- 
til 1991,  Thompson 
is  currently  a  part- 
ner in  the  Chicago 
law  firm,  Winston  &  Strawn,  and 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  firm's  ex- 
ecutive committee.  He  was  first 
elected  governor  in  1976  by  a  record 
1.39  million  votes,  with  65  percent  of 
the  vote.  He  was  re-elected  in  1978  by 
596,550  votes — a  record  for  an  incum- 
(continued  on  page  2) 
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Saturday,  June  1,  1991 

11:00  a.m.:  Ceremonies  at  the  Dou- 
glas Tomb,  636  East  35th  Street. 
The  honoree    will  be  former  Illinois 
Governor  James  R.  Thompson. 

12:30  p.m.:  Annual  Luncheon,  Prairie 
Restaurant. 

4^4 

Summer  Ceremonies  at  the  Douglas 
Tomb:  the  first  Sunday  of  each 
month  at  5:00  p.m. 

July  7:  Honoree  to  be  announced. 

August  4:  The  honoree  will  be  Fa- 
ther George  Clements,  pastor  of 
Holy  Angels  Church  and  promi- 
nent civic  and  community  leader. 

September  1:  Honoree  to  be  an- 
nounced. 


Thompson  Address 

(continued  from  page  1) 
bent,  and  he  won  unprecedented  con- 
secutive third  and  fourth  terms  to  of- 
fice in  1982  and  1986. 

A  native  Chicagoan,  Thompson  did 
his  undergraduate  studies  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  and  Washington 
University.  He  then  entered  North- 
western University  Law  School, 
where  he  was  awarded  his  law  degree 
in  1959.  From  1959  to  1964,  he  served 
as  a  prosecutor  in  the  Cook  County 
State's  Attorney's  Office.  In  1964,  he 
joined  the  faculty  of  Northwestern 
University  Law  School  as  an  Associ- 
ate Professor. 

Thompson  was  chief  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Law  Enforcement  and  Public 
Protection  of  the  Illinois  Attorney 
General's  Office  from  1969  to  1970. 
From  1970  to  1971,  he  served  as  First 
Assistant  U.S.  Attorney.  He  was  ap- 
pointed U.S.  Attorney  for  the  North- 
ern District  in  November  of  1971,  and 
served  in  that  position  until  June  of 
1975. 

The  former  governor  has  been  the 
recipient  of  numerous  honorary  de- 
grees and  many  national  and  local 
civic  awards.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Midwestern  Governors'  Conference  in 
1981  and  chairman  of  the  Republican 
Governors'  Association  in  1982. 

Governor  Thompson  is  a  member 
of  the  Working  Group  on  Interna- 
tional Economic  changes:  Perestroika 
and  East- West  Security,  Institute  for 
East-West  Security  Studies.  In  1990, 
he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
President's  Intelligence  Oversight 
Board. 

In  addition  to  serving  on  the  board 
of  directors  of  FMC  Corporation,  Gov- 
ernor Thompson  has  recently  accepted 
invitations  to  join  the  boards  of  Chi- 
cago United  (and  Executive  Commit- 
tee); the  Chicago  Historical  Society; 
the  Shedd  Aquarium;  and  the  Mu- 
seum of  Contemporary  Art  of  Chicago. 
He  also  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Illi- 
nois Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  and  as 
president  of  the  Illinois  Math  and  Sci- 
ence Foundation.  Throughout  the 
years,  he  has  maintained  an  active 
interest  in  the  study  of  American 
history. 


Ceremonies  at  Douglas 
Tomb  to  be  held  on  June  1 

The  program  at  the  Douglas  Tomb 
on  Saturday,  June  1,  will  fea- 
ture the  participation  of  Company  K 
Reactivated  58th  New  York  Infantry, 
with  Captain  Kenneth  Pecanowski 
commanding.  The  reenactment  group 
will  appear  in  period  costume  and  will 
fire  three  volleys  from  Civil  War  mus- 
kets. 

C.  Robert  Douglas,  secretary  of  the 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  Association,  will 
offer  a  few  brief  remarks  about  Sena- 
tor Douglas  and  the  history  of  the 
tomb.  The  honoree  on  this  occasion 
will  be  James  R.  Thompson,  governor 
of  Illinois  for  four  consecutive  terms 
and  the  speaker  at  the  annual  lun- 
cheon which  will  follow  the  program 
at  the  Douglas  Tomb.  The  ceremonies, 
commemorating  the  130th  anniver- 
sary of  the  death  of  Stephen  A.  Dou- 
glas, will  begin  at  11:00  a.m. 
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Ernest  A.  Griffin  Honored 

Ernest  A.  Griffin,  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Stephen 
A.  Douglas  Association,  was  honored 
by  Camp  1507  of  the  Sons  of  Confed- 
erate Veterans  in  a  ceremony  at  the 
Confederate  Mound  in  Oak  Woods 
Cemetery  on  April  27.  Griffin  was 
presented  with  a  Certificate  of  Appre- 
ciation in  recognition  of  his  efforts  to 
honor  the  Confederate  solders  who 
died  at  Camp  Douglas. 

In  1990,  Griffin  constructed  the 
Heritage  Memorial  Wall  on  the 
grounds  of  his  funeral  home  on  Mar- 
tin Luther  King  Drive,  to  honor  both 
Union  and  Confederate  soldiers.  The 
funeral  home  is  located  on  a  portion  of 
the  land  that  was  once  the  site  of 
Camp  Douglas,  a  United  States  Army 
recruiting  camp  during  the  Civil  War 
and  a  prison  for  captured  Confederate 
soldiers.  It  was  at  this  site  that 
Griffin's  grandfather,  Charles  H.  Grif- 
fin, enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  on 
January  5,  1864.  Private  Griffin 
served  in  Company  B,  29th  Infantry 
Regiment  of  the  United  States  Col- 
ored Troops. 


by  Jerry  Warshaw 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  five  feet, 
five  inches  tall;  the  height  of  his 
statue,  sculpted  by  Leonard  Wells 
Volk  and  placed  above  Douglas'  tomb, 
is  nine  feet,  nine  inches.  It  stands 
atop  a  Romanesque  pillar,  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  land  that  was  once 
part  of  Douglas'  beloved  estate, 
Oakenwald.  This  is  the  image  we  get 
of  "The  Little  Giant"  when  we  visit 
the  Douglas  Tomb  State  Historic  Site 
on  the  south  side  of  Chicago. 

How  to  immortalize  Stephen  A. 
Douglas — one  of  the  nation's  most  in- 
fluential men  and  one  of  the  finest 
legislators  in  Illinois  history — was  the 
task  facing  Leonard  Wells  Volk,  sculp- 
tor and  civic  leader,  in  1866  when  he 
was  commissioned  by  the  Douglas 
Monument  Association  to  build  this 
memorial.    A  gifted  sculptor  and  a 
friend  of  the  Senator,  Volk  was  singu- 
larly qualified  for  the  job  entrusted  to 
him. 

A  cousin  by  marriage  to  Douglas, 
the  sculptor  was  beholden  to  him  for 
his  support  and  encouragement  at  the 
beginning  of  his  career.  Born  on  No- 


Leonard  Wells  Volk: 

A  Biographical 

Sketch 

vember  7,  1828  in  Wells,  New  York, 
Leonard  Volk  was  one  of  a  family  of 
thirteen  children.  The  son  of  a  master 
stone-cutter,  he  started  out  as  an  ap- 
prentice stone-cutter  in  his  father's 
marble  factory. 

Volk's  talent  and  ambition  soon  led 
him  to  seek  work  elsewhere.  While 
working  as  a  journeyman  stone-cutter 
in  Bethany,  New  York,  he  met 
Clarissa  Barlow,  daughter  of  a  promi- 
nent local  physician.  Seven  years 
later  she  became  his  wife. 

When  the  Barlow  family  moved  to 
St.  Louis  in  1848,  Volk  followed— en- 
couraged by  a  job  offer  from  a  St. 
Louis  firm  at  the  princely  salary  of 
$50.00  per  month.  Spurred  on  by  his 
love  of  Miss  Barlow  and  his  desire  to 
become  something  more  than  a  "skill- 
ful carver,"  he  plunged  into  vigorous 
activity. 


Sculptor  Leonard  Volk  posed  for  this  photograph  while  working  on  his  famed  bust  of 
Lincoln.  A  bust  of  Douglas  is  behind  him.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Lloyd  Ostendorf) 


In  1849,  he  began  a  strenuous  year 
of  self-study  in  drawing  and  modeling. 
Volk's  ambition  by  this  time  was  "to 
enjoy  the  success  and  reputation  of  a 
sculptor  in  the  fullest  and  broadest 
sense  of  that  word." 

With  an  artist's  sense  of  the  ro- 
mantic, he  chose  as  one  of  his  first 
projects  a  bust  of  Dr.  J.K.  Barlow,  the 
father  of  his  fiancee,  "in  the  fond  hope 
that  Miss  Barlow  might  see  it  and  ad- 
mire it."  It  must  have  worked;  on 
April  22,  1852,  he  and  Clarissa  were 
wed. 

Developing  a  reputation  for  consci- 
entious study  and  good  artistic  taste, 
he  began  to  produce  a  number  of  im- 
pressive works,  such  as  a  copy  of  Joel 
T.  Hart's  famous  bust  of  Henry  Clay 
in  marble — the  first  of  its  kind  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  However,  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  progress  of  his  ca- 
reer and  returned  for  awhile  to  his  old 
trade  of  stone-cutting,  hoping  to  lay 
aside  money  with  the  intention  of  go- 
ing to  Italy  to  study  the  Old  Masters 
and  "seek  inspiration  from  them." 

He  and  Clarissa  settled  in  Galena, 
Illinois,  where  a  daughter  was  born 
and  where  he  began  his  lifelong 
friendship  with  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
Believing  in  the  young  sculptor's  tal- 
ent, Douglas  became  a  devoted  men- 
tor to  Volk.  He  was  generous  in  using 
his  personal  influence  to  obtain  com- 
missions for  Volk. 

In  1855,  Douglas  made  him  an 
"offer  he  couldn't  refuse" — the  finan- 
cial means  to  fulfill  his  dream  of  going 
to  Italy  to  study.  Before  departing,  he 
set  up  residence  in  Chicago.  Leaving 
his  wife  and  child  in  the  care  of  his 
brother  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts 
for  the  duration  of  his  stay  abroad, 
the  twenty-seven-year-old  Volk  sailed 
to  the  "Eternal  City"  where,  for  eigh- 
teen months  he  studied  his  art  and 
enjoyed  the  stimulating  cultural  at- 
mosphere in  the  company  of  a  number 
of  young  American  sculptors,  includ- 
ing John  Rogers.  These  young  talents 
would  be  major  influences  on  modern 
American  sculpture  for  the  rest  of  the 
century  and  beyond. 

The  many  Romanesque  columns  on 
American  monuments  attest  to  the 
influence  of  the  "Roman  students." 
The  Douglas  tomb  is  a  prime  example 
of  this  style. 

While  in  Rome,  Volk  was  informed 
of  the  death  of  his  daughter.  In  1857, 
he  returned  to  Chicago  with  $5.00  in 

(continued  on  page  4) 


Leonard  Wells  Volk 

(continued  from  page  3) 
his  pockets.  With  generous  assistance 
from  Douglas,  he  soon  established 
himself  as  a  major  sculptor.  He  did  a 
bust  and  life-size  statue  of  Douglas 
and,  in  1860,  produced  a  statuette  of 
the  Senator  for  his  upcoming  run  for 
the  presidency.  In  1859,  he  organized 
the  first  fine  arts  exhibition  in  the 
American  Northwest. 

Holding  the  Republican  presiden- 
tial candidate  to  a  previous  promise, 
Volk  persuaded  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
sit  for  him  in  his  studio  in  Chicago. 
From  this  sitting  came  the  famous 
casts  of  Lincoln's  face  and  hands, 
which  would  be  models  for  countless 
paintings,  sculptures,  and  monuments 
all  over  the  world.  Lincoln's  comment 
on  Volk's  bust  of  him  was,  "There's 
the  animal  himself." 

After  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon, 
Volk  enlisted  in  a  local  Chicago  regi- 
ment, but  his  company  was  never 
called  to  action  and  was  soon  dis- 
banded. He  then  continued  his  suc- 
cessful career. 

After  the  war,  Volk  became  secre- 


tary of  the  Douglas  Monument  Asso- 
ciation. Despite  many  setbacks,  in- 
cluding fund-raising  problems  and  the 
loss  of  the  original  design  in  the  Chi- 
cago fire,  the  monument  was  finally 
completed  on  May  5,  1881. 

Volk  became  a  "mover  and  shaker" 
in  the  cultural  life  of  Chicago.  He 
founded  the  Chicago  Academy  of  De- 
sign and  became  its  first  president. 
The  Academy  would  later  become  the 
Art  Institute  of  Chicago. 

He  enjoyed  a  very  productive  ca- 
reer, designing  monuments  for  mili- 
tary memorials,  parks,  and  cemeter- 
ies. He  designed  his  own  marble-front 
art  building  on  Washington  Street, 
between  Wells  and  Franklin  Streets, 
in  downtown  Chicago. 

Leonard  Volk  died  on  August  19, 
1895  at  his  summer  home  in  Oseola, 
Wisconsin,  only  months  after  the 
death  of  his  beloved  Clarissa.  He  is 
buried  in  Rosehill  Cemetery  on  the 
north  side  of  Chicago.  He  sculpted  his 
own  monument,  which  shows  him 
resting  a  moment  while  walking  in 
the  countryside — one  of  his  favorite 
pastimes. 


OUR  EMBLEMS: 
The  American  Eagle  and  The  Stars  and  Stripes. 

"  We  will  join  ourself  to  no  Party 
That  will  not  follow  the  Flag  and  keep  step 
To  the  Music  of  the  Union." 

This  illustration  appeared,  after  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the  November  17, 
1860  Campaign  Plain  Dealer,  a  newspaper  issued  during  the  1860  campaign  to  further 
the  candidacy  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 


Herman  Williams 
(1913-1990) 

T"  erman  Williams,  caretaker  for 
the  Stephen  A.  Douglas  Tomb 
State  Historic  Site,  died  in  Los  Ange- 
les, California  on  December  23,  1990. 
Mr.  Williams  was  appointed  to  his 
position  by  former  Illinois  Governor 
William  G.  Stratton,  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Stephen  A.  Douglas  Asso- 
ciation. For  over  thirty-seven  years 
Mr.  Williams  cared  for  the  two-and- 
one-half  acre  property  surrounding 
the  monument  to  Senator  Douglas. 

Mr.  Williams  and  his  wife  raised  a 
family  of  seven  children  in  the  small 
bungalow  on  the  property.    Through- 
out the  years,  he  paid  meticulous  at- 
tention to  the  grooming  of  the  lawns 
and  the  care  of  the  many  plants  and 
flowers  in  the  beautiful  little  park.  He 
has  been  credited  with  "breathing 
new  life  into  the  all-but-forgotten 
land."  On  several  occasions,  Herman 
Williams  was  the  subject  of  a  feature 
newspaper  article. 

Brooks  Davis,  president  of  the 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  Association,  said: 
"All  of  us  always  looked  forward  to 
the  spring  flowers  that  Herman 
planted  each  year.  Betsey  and  I  espe- 
cially looked  forward  to  the  blooming 
of  the  violets  (the  state  flower  of  Illi- 
nois) that  we  had  given  Herman  sev- 
eral years  ago.  He  was  very  particular 
about  what  was  planted  and  how  it 
was  planted." 

"A  favorite  photo  in  my  collection," 
Davis  recalled,  "is  one  of  Herman  Wil- 
liams berating  Paul  Angle,  then  direc- 
tor of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society, 
and  me  because  we  had  not  done  more 
to  publicize  the  existence  of  the  tomb. 
Herman  Williams  was  the  greatest 
booster  for  the  Douglas  Tomb  State 
Historic  Site."  He  will  be  sorely 
missed  by  all  who  visit  the  Douglas 
Tomb. 

Herman  Williams'  work  is  being 
carried  on  by  his  son  Patrick.  Patrick 
Williams,  in  his  work  at  the  site,  is 
continuing  the  tradition  of  excellence 
begun  by  his  father. 


Liiocoln  Bust  Attracts  Attention 
at  Douglas  Auctioneers 
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624.    Washington    Commemorative    Hatchet    (ca     1859);     12 

I  /8-inch  (30.7x1 2.0cm)  cast  copper  uniface.  Outline  head  Of 
Washington  left  in  oval  pieced  panel  on  blade;  inscription 
(same  as  above)  Washington  inaugurated  April  30,  1789. 
Unsigned.  Two  broad  integral  loops  for  hanging. 

EF-AU $125.00-150.00 

f>25.  Same.  Washington  Commemorative  Hatchet  tea  1889);  cast 
brass  uniface.  EF-AU $125.00-150.00 

626.  Same.  Washington  Commemorative  Hatchet  (ca  1889);  cast 
aluminum  uniface.  EF  $100.00-125.00 

627.  Same.  Washington  G.A.R.  Commemorative  Hatchet,  1900; 
13  3/16-inch  (33.6x12. 8cm)  cast  iron.  Outline  head  of 
Washington  in  blade  &  same  inscription  as  on  earlier  issues, 
with  white  metal  name  plate  attach  to  blade:  GAR  Chicago 
1900.  Rev  inscription:  Pat  applied  for;  J.H.  Webb.  One  of  2 
loops  broken.  VF-EF  $150.00-175.00 

628.  Group  of  12  Miniature  Washington  Hatchets  (ca  1889);  ! 
3/8  to  2  7/8-inch  (26— 74mm)  brass,  bronze,  lead.  Dozen 
small  hatchets,  some  dated,  all  but  3  with  pins;  some  col- 
ored; plus  one  1  cannot  tell  a  lie  pin.  VF-EF  .  .  .$60.00-80.00 


(King 944)  Abiaham  I  iruoln  Plaque.  1890;  5  l/4-inch(i3.5 
xl  1 ,4mm)  cast  bronze  oval  uniface.  By  Paul  Win.;;,  i  s  Morris, 
sc.  Bearded  bust  Lincoln  facing  right,  anepigraphic.  Rev  in- 
scription cast  by  Henry  Bonnard  Bronze  Co,  New  York 
1890.  This  portrait  is  seen  on  a  number  of  Lincoln  pieces 
(King  295,  443,  746,  748,  944,  945)  by  a  number  of  bronze 
founderies  (Bonnard,  Jon  Williams.  Tresal  Bronzing)  in 
both  plaques  &  silhouetted  pieces, however  it  had  never  been 
assigned  lo  any  artist.  King  makes  a  reference  to  Paul  W. 
Morris  for  the  present  piece  (944)  and  this  could  well  be  the 
case.  Morris  was  born  1865;  (died  1916),  he  could  have  done 
the  model  for  the  25th  anniv  of  Lincoln's  death  in  1S90  (as 
this  piece  is  dated).  Others  could  have  used  his  design  often' 
in  later  years.  For  us  this  is  the  "discovery  piece".  Dark 
brown  patina.  EF $100.00 -125 .09 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

629.  Lincoln  Head  Statue  Replica  (1865);  10  1/8-inch  (25.8cm) 
plaster.  By  Leonard  W.  Volk,  sc.  Modelled  from  life, 
b  ardleu  head,  Ci  ii  by  Alva  Museum  Reproductions.  Mat  It 
color.  On  2  3/4  inch  base.  EF $40.00-50.00 

630.  (King 785)  Lincoln  Hall  Fund  Medal,  1892;  2-ihch  (51.4mm) 
aluminum,  iy  George  H.  Lovctt,  cngr.  Obv  bearded  Lincoln 

bust  right,  Lincoln  Hall  above.  Rev  dome  of  proposed  Lin- 
coln Hall,  similar  lo  US  Capitol,  to  be  built  at  American 
Univ;  dates  incorporated  &  adopted;  membership  souvenir; 
Washington  DC,  Si  ucl  bySA  S,  NYC.  Bright 

VF-EF  535.00-40.00 


632.  Abraham  Lincoln  Plaque  (en  1909);  10  1/4- inch  (26.1cm) 
foundry  cast  bronze.  By  M.  Pcinlich,  sc.  Bearded  portrait 
right.  Unrecorded  in  numismatic  literature,  this  is  one  of 
bcsl  1  Incoln  portrait!)  wc  have  seen.  Hark  brown  palina. 

AU  12  50.00- 300.0V 


Fort  Tyler,  an  earthwork  outside  West  Point,  Georgia,  was  designed  by 
Tyler  and  bore  his  name.  Tyler  would  make  his  last  stand  there  in  1865. 


Tyler  recovered  in  time  for  the  Battle 
of  Missionary  Ridge.  Tennessee,  on 
November  23  and  24.  in  which  he  led 
Brigadier  General  William  B.  Bate's 
brigade  while  Bate  was  temporarily  in 
command  of  the  division.  Tyler's 
brigade  was  in  position  on  Missionary 


Ridge  when  the  Confederate  line  col- 
lapsed unexpectedly  under  a  Union  as- 
sault. Bate  later  reported  that  the  "men 
of  the  extreme  right  [of  the  division] 
gave  back  in  some  confusion,  and  in 
gallantly  seeking  to  rally  them.  Col. 
R.C.  Tyler  was  dangerously  wounded." 


The  wounds  Bate  mentioned  required 
the  amputation  of  Tyler's  left  leg.  Mis- 
sionary Ridge  was  Tyler's  last  battle 
with  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  but  the 
members  of  Bate's  brigade  did  not  for- 
get Tyler's  short  term  as  brigade  com- 
mander. In  an  extraordinary  show  of  re- 
spect, they  called  themselves  "Tyler's 
Brigade"  for  the  rest  of  the  war. 

As  early  as  December  26,  1862, 
Tyler  had  begun  maneuvering  for  pro- 
motion to  brigadier  general,  soliciting 
references  from  fellow  officers.  On 
June  18,  1863,  a  petition  was  sent  to  a 
Confederate  congressman,  asking  him 
to  present  Tyler's  name  to  the  secretary 
of  war.  Appended  to  the  petition  was  a 
host  of  glowing  recommendations  from 
various  officers,  up  to  and  including  di- 
vision commander  Cheatham  and  corps 
commander  Polk.  Bragg  endorsed  the 
letter  too,  calling  Tyler  "a  good  provost 
marshal,"  but  cautiously  expressing  "no 
opinion"  about  Tyler's  "capacity  to 
command  a  brigade." 

After  the  Battle  of  Missionary  Ridge. 
Bragg,  Tyler's  army  mentor,  was  re- 
placed as  commander  of  the  Army  of 
Tennessee  and  promoted  to  military  ad- 
visor to  President  Davis.  Bragg  was 
then  in  a  position  to  expedite  the  over- 
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The  Lincoln  Life  Mask, 
Hands,       Draped  Bust 

by  Leonard  Wells  Volk 

FINE  REPLICAS  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  WORKS 

The  Life  Mask.  Made  in  April,  I860  while  Lincoln  was  in  Chicago 
appearing  as  counsel  for  the  defense  in  the  Sand  Bar  Case.8  '/<"  W  x  6"D 

x9"  H  $88.00  (+4.50  shpg.) 

The  Hands.  Cast  in  Springfield  on  Sunday  May  19,  1860,  the  day  after 

Lincoln  was  nominated  for  President.  The  right  hand  shows  swelling 

from  congratulatory  handshaking. 

Left  5"W  x  $  7:"D  x  3"  H,  Right  5"W  x  7"D  x  3"  H 

$74.00  each  (+  5.50  shpg.  each),  (+  7.50  shpg.)  for  set 

Classical  Lincoln  Draped  Bust.  The  last  of  the  busts  resulting  from  the 
April,  1  860  sittings.   25"W  x  1  5"D  x  33"H,  Plaster  -  $195.00 
Interior  Resin  -  $258.00  (+  24.00  shpg.) 
All  pieces  available  in  iron,  bronze  green,  or  bronze. 

Color  Catalogue  of  replica  sulpture,  architectural 
\  artifacts  &  tapestries  -FREE! 

|j  To  Order  Call  1-800-525"  1733,  at  C726 

DESIGN  TOSCANO 

17  E.  Campbell  St..  Dept.  C726,  Arlington  Heights.  IL  60005 
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Dear  Collector: 

I  would  like  to  introduce  myself.  I  am  Charles  Jarrait,  president  of  Michigan's  only  fully 
accredited  rare  coin  company,  Richard  Charles  Galleries. 

The  reason  for  this  letter  is  to  tell  you  about  an  incredible  piece  of  history  I  recently  acquired 
through  the  estate  of  the  descendents  of  Gideon  Welles.  Mr.  Welles  was  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  under  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Sculptor  Leonard  Wells  }'olk  learned  his  craft  in  New  York  and  settled  in  Illinois  after 
marrying  a  cousin  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who  gave  I'olk  the  funds  to  study  in  Rome  in  the 
mid-1 850' s.  On  his  return,  Volk  set  up  a  studio  in  Chicago  where  he  first  met  Lincoln  in  1858 
during  Lincoln's  historic  debates  with  Douglas.  At  that  time,  Lincoln  promised  to  sit  one  day  for 
I  'oik,  but  it  would  be  almost  two  years  more  before  they  met  again. 

In  April  1860,  Volk  noticed  a  newspaper  article  announcing  Lincoln's  arrival  in  town  to  argue 
a  case.  I  rolk  went  to  the  courthouse  and  reminded  Lincoln  of  his  old  promise.  Lincoln  readily 
agreed  to  begin  sitting,  and  paid  a  visit  to  Volk's  studio  each  morning  for  a  week.  If  he  could  take 
a  mask  of  Lincoln's  face,  Volk  explained,  the  number  of  sittings  would  be  greatly  reduced. 

Lincoln  agreed,  and  Volk  described  the  session  at  which  the  mask  was  taken:  "...  He  sat 
naturally  in  the  chair  when  I  made  the  cast,  and  saw  every  move  I  made  in  a  mirror 
opposite,  as  I  put  the  plaster  on  without  interference  with  his  eyesight  or  his  free 
breathing  through  the  nostrils.  It  was  about  an  hour  before  the  mold  was  ready  to  be 
removed,  and  being  all  in  one  piece,  with  both  ears  perfectly  taken,  it  clung  pretty  hard,  as 
the  cheek-bones  were  higher  than  the  jaws  at  the  lobe  of  the  ears.  He  bent  his  head  low 
and  took  hold  of  the  mold  and  gradually  worked  it  off  without  breaking  or  injury;  it  hurt 
a  little,  as  a  jew  hairs  oj  the  tender  temples  pulled  out  with  the  piaster  and  made  his  eyes 
water  ..."  The  sittings  continued  for  five  days  after  the  mask  was  prepared,  Lincoln  entertaining 
]'olk  with  "some  of  the  funniest  and  most  laughable  of  stories." 

We  know  that  Volk  took  several  original  castings  of  the  mask,  one  of  which  was  given  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  another  to  Lincoln's  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Gideon  Welles.  While  on 
tour  in  Europe  Volk's  studio,  the  mask  and  all  other  original  castings  were  believed  destroyed  in 
the  Great  Chicago  fire. 

I  have  recently  acquired  the  original  plaster  casting  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  face.  Without  damage 
to  the  original,  I  have  had  a  mold  produced  and  am  preparing  a  limited  edition  bronze  casting  for  a 
select  few  collectors.  These  bronze  castings  will  be  hand  finished  and  presented  on  a  beautiful 
Italian  marble  base. 

It  is  my  desire  to  donate  the  original  casting  to  a  major  national  museum  after  our  limited 
edition  is  complete. 

This  is  not  an  artist's  interpretation  of  how  Lincoln  may  have  appeared.  Each  crease, 
every  wrinkle,  the  haunting  expression  is  Abraham  Lincoln 's  alone. 

A  TOTAL  OF  1000  NUMBERED  CASTINGS  HILL  BE  OFFERED. 
AT  $5,500.  EACH 
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Richard  Charles 
Rare  Coin  Galleries 


Michigan  s  Only  Fully-Accredited  C  oin  Dealer 
4000  Prudential  Town  Center  Southfielcl,  Michigan  48075 

(313)  356-5252 
1-800-247-7658 
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"THE  MOST  WONDERFUL  FACE  LEFT  TO  US  ..."  (so  said  sculptor  George  Grey  Bernard  1863-1938) 

) 


>5 
«0 


CL 


\ 


